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when Aiioch had told him the reason, Daniel went to the king, 
and asked him, that he would give him time to show the king 
the interpretation. Then Daniel went to his friends Hansniah-, 
Mishael, and Az&riah, communicated the matter to them, and 
recommended them to address & devout supplication to the 
God of heaven concerning this secret, that Daniel and his 
companions should not pensli, like the rest of the wise men of 
Babylon, Soon after the secret was revealed unto Daniel in a 
vision by night. Then Daniel blessed the God of heaven, say¬ 
ing, Extolled be the name of God for ever and ever! Wisdom 
and omnipotence are his; he changeth times and circumstances; 
he iemoveth kings (from their tlirones), and setteth up kings ; 
he imparteth wisdom to the wise, and understanding to the men 
of understanding; he revealcth the most hidden Dungs; he 
knoweth what is in tho darkness, yet he is ever surrounded 
by light. 1 thank thee and praise thee, O thou God of iny 
fathers; tliou hast given me wisdom, and strengthened me 
with courage; thou hast heard my prayer, and revealed to me 
the secrets of the king. 

Hereupon Daniel had himself introduced to tho king. The 
king asked him, Art thou able to make known to me the 
vision which X have had in a dream, as well as its interpreta¬ 
tion ? Daniel answered the king, and said, The secret which 
the king desireth to know ia of such a nature, that neither the 
wise men, nor the astrologers, nor the magicians, nor Die sooth¬ 
sayers, arc able to disclose it. But there is a God in heaven 
that revealeth secrete. It is he that m&keth known to the 
king Kebuchadnezzor what shall happen in later times. But 
to me this secret hath been revealed by God in heaven, to 
make known the interpretation to thee, O king, that thou 
mayest learn what thy heart desireth to know. Thou, 0 king, 
sawest, and, behold, a great image, of extraordinary bright¬ 
ness, and of terrible form, stood before thee. Its head was 
of line gold, its breast and its arms of silver, its belly and its 
thigh of brass, its legs part of iron and part clay. And a 
stone was cut out, but not by human hands, which broke the 
image to pieces, and ground it to atoms, so that all the gold, 
silver, iron, brass, and day thereof, was scattered like the chaff 
of Die summer thrcsliing-floors, by the wind, and was no where 
to be found; but the stone that broke the image became a great 
mountain, attending over the whole earth: this is the dream; 

Let the king now hear the interpretation thereof Thou, 0 
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king of kings, who hast obtained of God in heaven, extensive 
power and dominion, strength and majesty, then art this head 
of gold. After thee shall arise a second power, inferior to 
thee; this shall be succeeded by a third power, which shall 
bear rule over all the earth. But after this, a fourth power 
shall arise, which, like iron, shall cut to pieces, and annihilate 
every tiling. And whereas thou sawest the feet part of iron 
and part of clay, this power shall he divided, and of unequal 
strength; that is, it snail be partly strong, and partly weak. 
In the days of these kings shall the Goa of heaven set up a 
power, which shall annihilate all these powers (like that stone 
which broke to pieces every tiling, ana whose size extended 
over all the earth); the power itself, however, shall never be 
destroyed,, but shall endure lor ever: this is the interpretation 
of the vision. In this manner the great God hath made known 
to the king what shall happen in later times. The king here¬ 
upon fell upon his lace, bowed himself unto Daniel, and com¬ 
manded that they should oiler oblations unto him. And the 
king said to Daniel, Of a truth, your God is the God of all 
gods, the Lord of all lords, the revealer of secrets, seeing that 
nc enabled thee to disclose this secret to me. Then the king 
promoted Daniel to high dignities, made him rich presents, 
and nominated him ruler over the whole provinco of Babylon, 
and chief of the governors over all the wise men of Babylon. 
At the request of Daniel, Hananiah, MishaeL, and Azariah, 
were likewise appointed governors in tbe provinco of Babylon: 
but Daniel himself remained at the royal court. 


III. THE THREE MEN IN THE TURN ACE. 

" But the salvation of the righteous is of the Lord, he is their protection in dig. 
tress; the Lord asasteth them and dehrereth them, far they trait in him.” 
Psalm xxxvii. $9, 40. 


XebucHADNEzza R, the king, once had a high golden statue 
made, which was erected in the plain of Dura, in the province 
of Babylon. And he gave instructions to all the chiefs and 
high dignitaries of the realm, to assemble for the inauguration 
of the image which the king had set up. So all the chiefs 
and high dignitaries of the realm met on the appointed day to 
celebrate the inauguration of the uewly-crected statue. Then 
a herald cried aloud, To you, 0 people, nations and languages, 




live lor ever. 


THE THREE MEN IK THE FUBNACE. 

* 

it is commanded, that at what time ye hear the sound of the 
trumpets and of the comets, ye »Kr 1I all of you prostrate your¬ 
selves, and worship the statue that the king hath set up* And 
whoso falleth not down and worshippeth, shall the Bame hour 
be cast into the midst of a burning fiery furnace. And now 
the sound of the trumpets and cornets was heard, and all the 
people present prostrated themselves, and worshipped the 
golden statue. Soon after, certain Chaldeans went to the 
king, and accused the Jews. They spoke and said, 0 king, 

Thou, 0 king, hast issued a decree, that every 
man shall, at the given signal, prostrate himself unto and 
worship the golden image; and that ho who shall fail to do so, 
should be cast into a burning fiery furnace. Now there are 
certain Jews, named Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, 1 to 
whom is entrusted the management of die affairs of the pro¬ 
vince of Babylon; these men have not heeded thy orders, 
0 king, for they neither worsliip thy gods, nor prostrate them¬ 
selves before the golden statue thou hast erected. Then Ne¬ 
buchadnezzar was inflamed with rage, and he forthwith com¬ 
manded Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, to be brought 
before him. And they appeared before the king. Nebuchad¬ 
nezzar said unto them, Is it true that ye do not worship my 
gods, nor prostrate yourselves unto the golden statue ? Now I 
command you, forthwith, to obey my orders, and to prostrate 
yourselves, like the rest, unto the etatue; but if yc fail to do it, 
yc shall be cast the same hour into a burning fiery furnace. 
Where is there any deity that could deliver you out of my 
hands? And Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, answered the 
king, and said, It is true, it becometh us not to answer thee in 
this matter; for know thou, that our God, whom we serve, is 
able to deliver us from the fiery furnace, as well as out of thy 
hand. Be it, however, known unto thee, that we will neither 


save 


rc thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast 
Bet up. Then was Nebucliadnczzar full of fury, and com¬ 
manded the most mighty men in his army to bind Shadrach, 
Meahanh, and Abednego, and to cast them into the burning 
fiery furnace, which was to be heated seven times more than 
usually. And they wore immediately seized, and bound in their 
garments, and cast into the midst of the burning fiery furnace. 


1 Theta are the Chaldean of the three friends at Daniel, HananUh, 
Mishad, and Azariah. 
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But the furnace was bo exceeding hot, that the flame laid hold 
of those men that had cast the three men into it, and con¬ 
sumed them. Then Nebuchadnezzar, the king, was astonished, 
and rase up from his seat in haste, and asked his counsellors, 
Did not we cast three men bound into the midst of the fire ? 
The/ answered and said unto the king. True, 0 king. And 
he continued and said, But 1 see lour men loose, walking in 
die midst of the fire, without being hurt in the least, and the 
form of the fourth resembleth that of a divine being. And 
Nebuchadnezzar approached the mouth of the burning furnace, 
and exclaimed with a loud voice, and said, Yc servants of 
the most high God, come forth, and step hither. When the/ 
were come forth, all the high officers and counsellors of the 

king assembled around them, and beheld with astonishment, 
hovr the flame had had no power upon the bodies of these 
men, for neither the hair of their heads was singed, nor were 
their coats disfigured, nor had the'Smell of fire passed on them. 
But Nebuchadnezzar spoke and said, Blessed be the God of 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who hath sent his angel, 
and delivered his servants, who, confiding in him, transgressed 
the king’s command, and yielded their bodies to the names, 
that the/ might not serve nor worship any god, except their 
own God ; therefore I make a decree, that every one, wherever 
and whencesoever he be, that shall be guilty of speaking any¬ 
thing amiss against tho God of these men, shall be cut in pieces 
and nis house shall be converted into a dunghill; for there 
is no other god that, like their God, can effect such a de¬ 
liverance. Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego, to high offices of honour, in the province of 
Babylon. 


IV. NEBUCHADNEZZAR’5 MISSIVE TO ALL THE NATIONS OF HIS 
EMPIRE, CONTAINING 111$ SECOND VISION; ITS INTERPRETA¬ 
TION BY DANIEL, AND THE ACCOMPLISHMENT THEREOF. 


[ADNBZZAB, the king, unto all nations, people, and 
languages, that dwell in all the earth, “ May your prosperity 

be increased." 


Nebuchadnezzar, enjoyed a happy tranquillity 


flourishing, when one day I had 

sent for all 



which very much alarmed 


my 


i ;■ p :liLH : JV IK) i-V/tvF.l : 




ETC. 


mamwiwiH 


interpret it to me. At last appeared JJUmef, a 
dwelleth a holy divine spirit, and' before him I to] 
saying, In my bed at mght, it appeared to me, 

stood in the midst of the earth. The tree wa 


9 , astrologers, and soothsayers, bat they could 

it to me. At last appeared Daniel, a man in n 
a holy divine spirit, mid' before him I told my dz 
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magicians, astrologers, and soothsayers, bat they could not 
interpret it to me. At last appealed Daniel, a man in whom 
dwelleth a holy divine spirit, mid' before him I told my dream, 
saying, In my bed at mght, it appeared to me, as if a tree 
stood in the midst of the earth. The tree was of a great 
height, it grew and increased, till the height thereof reached 
unto heaven, and its branches extended to the uttermost 
comers of the earth. Its foliage was delightful, its fruit 
large, and it served as food to all living beings. The beasts of 
the field coached down beneath its shadow, and the fowls of 
the heaven dwelt in the boughs thereof. And it further ap¬ 
peared to me, as if a holy and powerful bang descended from 
heaven, crying with a loud voice the following words, “ Hew 
down the tree, cut off its branches, shake off its foliage, and 
scatter its fruit; let the beasts remove from under it, and the 
fowls from its branches. Nevertheless, vc shall snore the 




its fruit 
beasts of 


the heaven dwelt in the boughs thereof. 


peared 

heaven. 


oug: 

to me, as if a holy and powerful bang descend 
crying with a loud voice the following words. 


liVVi 


fowls from its branches. Nevertheless, ye shall spare the 
stump of its roots; he must* however, stay amongst the tender 
grass of the field, fettered in iron and brass, moistened by the 
dew of heaven, and partaking with the beasts of the herbs of 
the earth; let his heart be changed from man's, 1 and let a 
beast’s heart be given unto him; thus shall he Bpend seven 
periods. This is decreed against him by the heavenly powers, 
that all living beings may know that the Most High rulcth 
over the dominion of man, and oan bestow it on whomsoever 
he will, and elevate to it the basest of men.* 1 This is the 


0 


r W V ■ 1 

Vii i 


he will, and elevate to it the basest of men." This is the 
vision which I, Nebuchadnezzar, have had. Tell me now, 0 
Daniel, the interpretation thereof; thou alone art able to do it, 
the holy spirit of God being in thee. Then Daniel was asto¬ 
nished, and his thoughts appeared to tremble him for some 
time. At length he answered me and said, “ Mjr lord, the 
dream befall those that hate thee, and the interpretation thereof 
to thine enemies; for know thou, the great tree, so rich in 
branches and fruit, which thou hast , 1 * 1 ' 3 ‘ u 

tree, it is thou, O who art great and powerful, and whose 
dominion extendcth to the uttermost corners of the earth. And 
as for the decree, which thou didst hear by the mouth of the 
mighty holy being, that descended from ncaven, it implieth, 

1 Hie injunction suddenly takes a different turn (after the manner of the 
dreamt where the visions suddenly change), discontinuing the simile of the tree, 
and spoking of a human being. The interpretation thus partly lies in the nar* 
of the dream itself; Daniel completed it, aid applied it to Neb 
foretelling him that such would be lua condition. 


, that wide-extending 
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O king, an extraordinary fate, which shall come upon my 
royal lord. Thou shalt be expelled from human society, and 
dwell with the beasts of the forest; like oxen thou shalt eat 
grass, and the dew of heaven shall wet thy body. Thus shall 
seven periods pass over thee, tall thou know that the Most 

Hi gh ruleth over the dominion of man, and bestoweth it 
on whomsoever he will. And whereas they commanded to 
spare the root of the tree, it meaneth that thou shalt be re¬ 
instated in thy government, as soon as thou shalt have acknow¬ 
ledged the omnipotence of heaven. Wherefore, O king, may 
it be acceptable before thee to atone for thy ana by righteous¬ 
ness, and for thine iniquity by showing mercy to the poor. 
Perhaps thou slightest then, tor a long time, enjoy thy pro¬ 
sperity.” All this came upon the king Nebuchadnezzar; for, 
at the aid of twelve months, he, one day, happened to bo 
walking by his palace, and exclaimed, Is not tnis the great 
city of Babylon which I have built, by means of my great 
power, for my royal residence, and for the honour my 
majesty ? When, lo, while the word was yet in the kings 
mouth, a voice was heard from heaven, saying, “ To thcc, 
Nebuchadnezzar, it is hereby announced, that dominion de- 
pa vtcth from thee. Banished from human society, thou 
shalt dwell amidst the beasts of the forest, and like oxen, feed 


upon the herbs of the Geld $ thus thou shalt spend seven 
periods, till thou acknowledge that a higher being ruleth all 
human dominion, and bestoweth it on whomsoever he pleaseth/* 


III iTlail 


And forthwith the thing was fulfilled npon Nebuchadnezzar. 
Expelled from human society, he did eat grass as oxen, and his 
body was moistened with the dev 


body was moistened with the dew of heaven, till his hairs wae 
grown like eagles' feathers, and his nails like birds' claws. 1 

But after some time, when I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted up mine 
eyes unto heaven, mine understanding re turned unto me. And 
1 blessed the Most High, and I praised and honoured him, the 
Infinite, whose dominion is everlasting, and whose kingdom is 
from generation to generation ; before whom all the inhabitants 
of the earth are reputed as nought; he, who doth according 


1 The narration of this metamorphosis genes chiefly as a warning against pride 
and haughtiness {which have often brought on madness), bat it holds forth 
& picture of that intemperance and vice, whereby man, forgetting bis dignity, 
sinks down to the brute. This has also been taught us by the Poalmiat, wlw 
says (Psalm xlix* 21), 11 A man in the highest dignity, not bong wise (L e. Tir- 
tuous), periahefh like the dull beasts,” 
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to his will in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants 
of the earth, without any one being able to stay his hand, nor 
to say unto him, What doeat thpu ? At die same time, my 
reason completely returned unto me, and I again became pos¬ 
sessed of the glory of my kingdom, my former honour, and 
majesty; nay, I was endowed with even more greatness and 
majesty than before. Now T, Nebuchadnezzar, praise nd 
extol and honour die king of heaven, all whose doings are 

truth, whose wavs are just, and who is able to humble those 
that walk in pride.** 

V. BELSHAZZAR’S SUDDEN FALL ANNOUNCED BY THE WONDER¬ 
FUL ILANDWRITING ON THE WALL. 

“The triumphing of the wicked is short, and the joy of the hypocrite but 

for & moment" J<fl> xx. 5. 

Belshazzar, the king, one day made a great feast foT his 
numerous courtiers, and vied with them in drinking wine. 
In his intoxication he commanded to bring the golden and 
silver vessels which_his father Nebuchadnezzar had taken out 
of the temple which was in Jerusalem, that the king and his 
courtiers, his wires, and his concubines might drink therein. 
Then they brought the holy vessels of the temple, and the 
king and his courtiers and concubines chunk in them, singing 
at the same time songs of praise to their idols. But in the 
same moment came forth fingers of a man's hand, which wrote 
some words on tho wall opposite the chandelier. When the 
king saw the hand that wrote, his countenance changed, his 
thoughts troubled him, and his knees shook. And he cried 
aloud to bring in the wise men, the astrologers, and the sooth¬ 
sayers. They came, and the king said, Whoever shall decipher 
this writing, and explain to me its meaning, shall be clothed 
with scarlet, and have a chain of gold about his neck, and lie 
shall be ruler over a third portion of the kingdom. But not one 
of them could either read the writing or explain its meaning. 
Then was king Belshazzar greatly troubled, and he turned pale, 
and his courtiers likewise were alarmed. When the queen 
heard of this occurrence, she went into the banquet-room, and 
said, 0 king, live for ever! let not thy thoughts trouble thee, 
nor let thy countenance be changed. There is a man in thy 
kingdom m whom resideth a holy divine spirit, so that thy 
father already nominated him chief of all the sages and sooth- 
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sayers, because be was found to be possessed of great knowledge 
and wisdom, and because he is able to interpret dreams, and to 
solve the most difficult problems. Now let this Darnel be 
called, and he will make known, to thee the deared inter¬ 
pretation. So when Daniel appeared before the king, the king 
said to him, There is none among all foe learned and sooth¬ 
sayers who can read and explain this writing to me; but of 
thee I have heard that thou art able to disclose secrets, and to 
dissolve doubts. Now, if thou const read this writing, and 
explain to me its meaning, thou shalt bo clothed with scarlet, 
and have a chain of gold put about thy neck, and shalt be 
the third ruler in the kingdom. Then Daniel answered 
the king, and said, Let foy gifts be to thyself, or give 
them to others; yet will I read foe writing unto the 
king, and make known to him its interpretation. Snow, 
0 thou king, foe most high God gave Nebuchadnezzar, thy 
father, government and majesty, and glory and honour, so that 
all nations trembled before him: whom he would he slew, and 
whom he would he kept alive; and whom he would he elevated, 
and whom he would he humbled. But when he became 
haughty, and his mind hardened in pride, he was deposed 
from his throne, and deprived of his glory.- Banished from foe 
society of men, his dwelling was amidst wild asses; his nourish¬ 
ment foe grass of the field, and his body was wetted with the 
dew of heaven; till ho knew and felt that a higher divine 
power rulefo human dominion, a most high .God, who 
bestowefo government and power on whomsoever he pleasetb. 
And thou, nis son, O Belshazzar, hast not humbled thy heart, 
though thou knowest all this; but hast lifted up thyself against 
foe Lord of heaven, having ordered foe holy vessels of foe 
temple to be brought, and having drunk therein, thou and thy 
courtiers and thy concubines, praising at foe same time those 
idols that can neither see nor hear r nor have consciousness; and 
the true God, in whose hand thy soul is, and who commandefo 
all foy ways, hast thou not glorified. Therefore was foe part 
of the hand sent from him,, and this inscription made. And 
this is foe writing that was written, Mene, Mene, Tekel, 
Upharsin. This is foe interpretation, of foe words: Mene, 
God hath numbered foy reign, and finished it; Tekel, thou 
(namely, foy ways) art weighed in the balance (of justice) and 
art found wanting; Parszn, foy kingdom is taken from thee, 
and given to foe Medea and Persians. At foe command of 
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Belshazzar, they then clothed Daniel with scarlet, and adorned 
hi a neck with a chain of gold, and made a proclamation con¬ 
cerning him, that he should be the third ruler in die kingdom. 
In that same night Belshazzar was slain. 1 


VI. DANIEL IN THE LIONS 1 DEN. 

ny are the sufferings of the righteous, liot the Lord ddivereth liim from all 

of them." Psalm rasiv, 20, 

the time that Darius the Mede reigned over the kingdom 
Babylon, it pleased him to set over the kingdom a hundred 
twenty seneschals, and over them three viziers, to whom 
former had to render account. Daniel was one of the three, 
r this Daniel excelled all the other officers, inasmuch that 


there was an excelle; 
set him over the i 


it su 
holt 


irit in him ; and die king thought to 
realm. Then these seneschals and 


viziers envied him, and were therefore desirous of finding an 
occasion against him. But as Daniel was very faithful, and as 
he could not he charged with neglect, or any other fault, they 
said, We shall not find any occasion against Daniel, except wc 
find it against him with regard to his religion. Then the 
seneschals and viziers assembled together to the king, and said 
unto him, Long live king Darius 1 All the high officers 


J 1 

whosoever for thirty 
god or man, except 


of the state have agreed 
and to issue a rigorous decree 
days shall add its s any petition unto any £ 

unto thee, 0 king, he cast into the den of lions. Now, 0 king, 
establish the decree, and sign the edict; that it become un¬ 
alterable, according to the unalterable laws of the Modes anc 
Persians. And the king signed the edict 


however went, as usual, into his house.—in the 


chamber of which the windows 


opened towards 


upper 

Jertt- 


golem,—kneeled upon his knees three times a dap , prayed to 
the Tjyrd, and gave thanks unto him , as he kad done heretofore. 

And those men suddenly broke in upon Daniel, and found him 

his God. Then they reported the matter to the 
g, saying, Daniel, one of the captive Jews, regardeth not 

According to profane history, this Is said to be the asms night in which 
i city of Babylon—-the Euphrates having been turned from its coarse—was 
en by the Persians, headed by Cyrus, which event was followed by the death 
Belshazzar. 


praying 
kins, sa 


298 


THB 




K OP DANIEL. 

thee, 0 king, nor the decree that thou hast signed, but maketh 
his petition three *»«»«■ a day. When the king heard this 
he was very much displeased, and firmly resolved to save 
Daniel; and he laboured till sunset to deliver him. But the 
men strongly urged the king, and said. Thou lcnowcst, 0 king, 
that according to the Persian and Median laws, no decree or 
statute which the king hath established may be changed. Then 
the lri-ng commanded Daniel to be brought, and to be cast into 
the den of lions. But to Daniel he said, May thy God, whom 
thou servest continually, deliver thee. And a stone was 
brought, and laid upon the mouth of the den, and the king 
sealed it with his own signet and with the signet ofhis nobles, 
that the purpose might not be changed concerning Daniel. Then 
the king repaired to his palace, no table was laid for him, but 
he lay down fasting, and had an uneasy night. And when the 
morning-star had appeared, the king arose, and went in haste 
unto the den of lions: When he came near the den, he cried 
with a lamenting voice to Daniel, and said, Daniel, servant of 
the living God, was thy God, whom thou servest continually, 
able to deliver thee from the lions? And Daniel answered 
him, and said, Long live the king. My God hath Bent his angel, 
and hath shut the lions* jaws, that they oould not hurt me: 
forasmuch as before him 1 was found innocent; and also against 
thee, O king, have I not offended. Then was the king 
exceedingly glad, and commanded that they should take 
Daniel up out of the den. And they took him up out of the 
den, and not the least hurt was found upon him, because he 
had confided in the Lord, his God. And the king commanded 
those men who had accused Daniel to be brought. And 
they were cast into the den of Hons, they and all who belonged 
to them; and they had scarcely reached the bottom thereof 
when the lions seized them, and broke their bones in pieces.' 
Then king Darius wrote unto all people and nations in their 
languages, “ May your prosperity be increased. I herewith 
command, that in the whole of my dominions, men shall be 
humble and in awe before the God of Daniel. For he is a 
living, everlasting God, whose sway is perfect, and whose 
power endureth tor ever. He protecteth, resouetb, worketh 
signs and wonders, in heaven and on earth, he who hath 

1 ** He who diggeth a pit for othen, filleth him>rff into u • the atone rolleth ■ 
back to him who balk throws it*’ - Ptov. 26.27. 
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delivered Daniel from the power of the Kons.” So this Daniel 
continued to prosper in the reign of Darius, and in that of 
Cyrus. 1 
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I. MORDECAL ESTHER IS MADE QUEEN. MOKDECAI SAVES 

THE KING. 

rlLlAL OBBMEKCB. VMMUllne MAMBtlBS. 

In the days of Ahasuerus, the king of Persia and Media, who 
reigned over a hundred and twenty-seven provinces, there 
lived in Shuahan, the capital, a man of Jewish descent, whose 
namo was Mordecai, the son of Jair, the son of Shimci, the 
son of Kish, a Bcnjamitc, whom Nebuchadnezzar had earned 
from. Jerusalem into (the Babylonian) captivity. This Mor- 
decai brought up Esther, his uncle's daughter, for die had 
neither father nor mother. The maid was of a fine form, and 
beautiful complexion, and Mordecai, after the death of her 
father and mother, adopted her as his child. So it camo to 
pass, when the king had commanded all the maidens to be 
gathered together unto Shuahan, the royal residence, that 
Esther was also brought amongst them. And Esther found 
favour in the eyes of all who saw her. According to custom, 
seven maidens out of the royal palace were soon given unto 
her, and she was in every thing distinguished above all other 
maida But she had not told either her people or her kindred, 
for Mordecai had charged her not to tell aught of it. And 
Mordecai walked every day before the court of the royal 

1 At that time aho occurred, as related in the Apocrypha, the history of M 
is BabeL 
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palace of women (harem), to know how Esther did, and what 
should become of her. Now when the appointed time was 
arrived at which Esther had to appear before the king, it was 
in the seventh year of his reign, in the month of Tebeth, she 
was taken in to king Ahasucrus, into his royal palace. And 
the king loved. Esther above all the other woman, and she 
obtained grace and favour in his sight more than all the 
virgins, so that he set the royal crown upon her head, and 
declared her queen instead of Vasbri. 1 Then the king made a 
great feast unto all his princes and his servants, even Esther's 
feast, and remitted the taxes of the provinces, and distributed 
gifts, according to his royal means. Esther, however, still 
concealed her descent and her people, as Mardecai had charged 
her, for she still obeyed his orders, as when she was under nis 
care. 3 Mordecai had, meanwhile, been promoted to an office 
at the royal court And there were two of the king's cham¬ 
berlains, Bigthan and Tercsh, who were exasperated against 
the king, and sought to lay hand on him. Mordecai heard of 
this, and told it onto the queen; and she reported it to the 
king, in the name of Mordecai. The matter was investigated, 
ana found to be true; therefore, the two chamberlains were 

; and this occurrence was recorded in the annals of the 

o‘ 



II. HAMAN. HIS PROJECT TO EXTERMINATE THE JEWS. LA- 
MENTATIONS AND WAILING OF THE JEWS ON THAT ACCOUNT. 
ESTHER’S SYMPATHY. 

“ I thank thee that thou hart afflicted me, and art again become my salvation.” 

Psalm cxniL SI. 

After this event did king Ahaeuerua promote Hamnn, of the 
family of Agag, to great dignity, and elevated him above all 


1 Who had boon diverted of her royalty in of a previous occur- 

rence. 

* A noble trait in the character of our coreligionist Although a queen, and 
folly able to act according to her own pleasure, she still remains a dutiful and 
grateful daughter to her festerfather. Take this to heart, my young female 
readers, and should an earthly good fortune haply elevate yon above thnee w!ki 
formerly ware your benefactors or ftiends, remember queen Bather, and let her 
be a pattern for your imitation. Gratitude is a most estimable virtue. It is, 
aa it were, the diamond, which adorns with equal lustre the ami the 

peasant. 
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be nobles that were about him. AH the knur's servants tha* 


even au tne Jews, 

Ahasuerus. 1 



were at court, bent the knee, and prostrated titemselves before 
Hainan, for the king had so commanded concerning him ; 
Mordecai, only, neither bent his knee, nor did him reverence. 
Now when the courtiers called Hainan’s attention to thin, he 
was foil of wrath. He disdained, however, to lay hands on 
Mordecai alone, since he had been told to what people he 
belonged; and, therefore, sought to destroy the whole nation, 

all the Jews, that were ihiouff' 

In the month of Nissan, in the twe 
year of king Ahasuerus, Haman caused lots to be cast, from 
one day to another, from one month to another, and the twelfth 
month, Adar, was drawn. He then said to the king, There is 
a certain people, scattered and dispersed among the people, m 
the nrovmces of thy kingdom, who differ from all other 

laws, and who keep not the 
king’s profit to sailer them, 
a written decree be issued 
be enabled to pay ten thou 


ail tne provinces 01 tny jungu 
people by the peculiarity of flu 
{duff’s laws, ana it is not for t 


If. 


iff’s laws, 
therefore 


please the 
destroy them, thereby 



sand talents of silvarto the managers, to bring it into the royal 
exchequer. The king took his signet from his hand, delivered 
it unto Haman, and arid to him, The money is given to thee, 
the people also to do with them as it seemeth good unto thee. 
Thenlhe royal scribes were called to write the decree; it was 
signed by the king, sealed with the royal seal, and sent by 
osts into all the Irinas provinces. Tne decree enjoined to 
and to destroy all Jews, both young and eld, women and 
children, in one day, even upon the thirteenth day of the month 



of Adar, and to take their 
also published in Shushan, 


spoil 

thee 


for a 
capital. 


Tfc 


lay o; 

Tins 
king and Haman 


decree was 


now sat down to drink, while the city Shushan was perplexed. 
And in every province, whithersoever this decree of the king 

came, there was great mourning amon 


Jews, and fasting 
_ _ ashes were the pillows 

the great. But Mordecai, having learned what had hap- 


and weeping and wailing; sackcloth 



pened, rent his garments, and put on sackcloth with ashes 


and walked about 
came before die 
chamberlains an 




waihnff 


ting. 

3 royal palace. And when Esther's 
maids came and told her of this, she was 


Thus 


1 Has the dekin 
endowed with power, it 




ifaown h Its moat lonnidahle aspect, tat, bring 
taade. 
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exceedingly grieved, and immediately sent raiment to clothe 
MortLccai, and to take off bis sackcloth from him; but he 
refused to accept it. Then blather deputed Hatach, a trusty 
servant, to inquire of Mordecai, concerning the matter. Ana 
Mordecai tola him of Hainan’s wicked scheme against the 


Jews; he also gave him a copy of the royal decree, to show it 
unto Esther, and to charge her that she should go in unto the 
king, to pray unto him far protection and mercy, on behalf of 
her people. And Hatach came and told Esther the words of 

Mordecai. Esther, however, hereupon sent word to Mordecai, 

Baying, It is known unto all, that whosoever, whether man or 
woman, approacheth the king in his inner court, without being 
summoned, hath, according to law, forfeited his life, unless 
the lring should hold out to him the golden sceptre, in which. 

for me. I have not been 


me, I 

And when this 



together all the Jews unto Shush an, and fast ye for me, i 
neither cat nor drink.three days, night or day; I, also, and 

tnAiilAna tmll lilrawnaA atiJ^ art Will T Art in +Via Irt 


case alone his life is saved; but, as 
called to the king these thirty days. 


Esther was told unto Mordecai, he commanded to answer 


T hink not that thou alone, of all the Jews, ahalt escape the 
danger in the royal palace; for if thou art sclent at this time, 
then shall enlargement and deliverance arise to the Jews from 
another place; but thou and thy father’s house ye shall all he 
destroyed. And who knoweth, whether it was not for such a 
time as this that thou attainedst royal dignity? 1 Then Esther 
bade them return Mordecai this answer, Go then, and gather 

and 
my 

maidens, will fret likewise ; a and so will I go in unto the king, 
contrary to the law, and if I perish, 1 perish. So Mordecai 
went his way, and did according to all that Esther had 
mantled him. 3 

1 Indeed we now eleariy see, that it was alone for this, the salvation of her people. 
That, divine Providence knows how to dispose of die chain of events for the 
deliverance and pre s er v at too of men and of whole nations, in such a manner as 
man hardly dares to conceive. 

1 This gave rise to the fast of Esther, IQpty TTOgfJ, on the thirteenth day 
of Adar. 

1 That the pious queen required the persuasions of Mordecai, before the ven¬ 
tured to go to the king, is quite natural. The love of life is, and ever remains, 
predominant within man. Hence, her sympathy for her people could not imme- 
dtately prevail over the fear of hazarding her Ufa. Perhaps, also, she may, in the 
first moment, have indulged in the hope, dint, na there was a wboile year's 
respite before the fetal decree was to be carried into execution, deliverance might 
possibly come from some quarter, or salvation from God. But she was ready to 
he' a sanriflee for ba- people, as soon as her alarmed relative urgently remonstrated 

the unn 


com 


w ith her respecting 


impending danger. 


IIL ESTHER MAKETH 3UPPLICATION BEFORE THE KING ON 

BEHALF OF HER PEOPLE. HAMAH’S PALL. 


" The righteous u delivered out of taouble, and the wicked cometh in hit itead.” 

Rot. xi. & 

Kow it came to 


her royal a 


ic to pass, on the third day, that Esther had pat on 
pparel, and stood in the inner court of the palace, 
opposite to the chambers of die king, where the king sat on his 
throne. And when he saw the queen standing in the court, 
she obtained favour in his sight, and he held out to her the 

So Esther dre 


golden sceptre. 1 
of the 


So Esther drew near, and touched the point 
Then said the king unto her. What wilt thou, 

-■ 1 . * .1 " * A m 4 -1 i a .i 


ueen 




cr, and what is thy request ? and were it half the 
om it shall he given thee. Esther answered, If it seem 
gooa unto the king, let the king and Haman come this day 
unto the banquet that I have prepared for him. And the 
king said, Let Haman be called forthwi 

Esther hath said; so the king and Hainan came to the banquet 
that Esther had prepared, 
said to Esther, What is thy petition, and what is thy request ? 
even to the half of the kingdom it shall be granted thee. Then 
answered Esther and said. If I have found favour in the sight 
of the king, and if it please thee, let the king and Ilaman 
come again to-morrow to a banquet, and I will then do as the 
king hath said (viz. state my request). Haman went forth that 

"ul, and with a glad heart; but when he again &w how 


rthwith, that he may do as 

Taman «nn<>. to the banauet 

At the banket, the king again 



indignation 
to his wife 


again 

neither stood up nor moved for him, ne was full of 
l against him. And when he came home, he aid 
and to his friends, All my wealth, my greatness, and 
.y glory, have no value for me, so long as I see Mordecai the 
Jew at court. Then said Zeresh his wife, and his friends, 

cubits high, and to- 
at Mordecai may be 


unto him 


morrow 


im, Let a gallows be made of fifty 
nr speak thou unto the king, tb: 


hanged thereon, then thou const go in merrily with the king 
unto the banquet. This advico pleased Haman, and he caused 
tin gallowB to be made. 

On that night could not the king deep,* and it was pro- 


> Alt cutomuy token of the royal grace, which entitled the person, thus 
favoured, to approach and to touch the sceptre, 
i Wonderful interference of divine providence t 
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posed to bring the book in which were recorded the- most 
remarkable events of the time. And when they were read - 
before the king, it was found written, that Mordecai had one 
day informed against two servants of the king, who sou ght to 
lay hand an the king Ahasuerus. And the king said, .What 
honour and dignity hath been done to Moidecai for this ? 
And the attendants replied, Not the least thing hath been done 
to him for it.- Now Hainan was come (namely, in the morn¬ 
ing) to speak unto the king, to hang Mordecai on the gallows 
that he had caused to be erected for him. • So when he came 


in, the kin g asked him, What could be done unto the man 
whom the king is desirous of showing especial honour ? ( N< 
Human thought in his heart, Whom would the king wish 
honour more than myself? And he, therefore, answered 

king, Let the: 
and the horse. 


luui lujfwu ; itiiu jit?) oiuprut 

oyal apparel be brought, which the king 
that the king rode upon, when the royal 


wore. 


crown 


that 

honour. 


was set upon his head. And let this apparel and horse be 
delivered to the hand of one of the kina’s principal noblemen, 

he may array the man whom the king ddighteth 
and let him lead him on horseback 


let him lead him on 


through 

Thus 


to 

the 


streets of the city, and proclaim before him 
done to the man to whom the king dplighteth to honour 
Then the king said to Hainan. Make hake, and take the ai 

the ho 



and the horse, as thou hast said, and do even 
the Jew, who isat my court; let nothing fail of all that 
thou hast spoken, 
horse, and 


~ J - * T — O - — 

Then took Hamon the apparel and 
arrayed Mordecai, and led Tnm on horseback 


through the streets of the city, and proclaimed before him, 
** Thus is it done to the man" to whom the 



to honour.” Mordecai then returned to court 
hasted to his house mournful, and having his head covered. 1 
Soon after came the king’s chamberlains, and to 

bring Hainan unto the banquet that Esther had prepared. 
So tne king and Hainan came to banquet with Esther the 
dueen. And when the kina oaain said to Esther. Whatever 


queen 
be thy 


king again said to Esther, Whatever 
request, or thy wish, queen Esther, it shall be granted 
thee. Esther answered and said, If I have found favour in thy 
right, O king, and if it please the king, let my life be given 
me at my petition, and my people at my request; for we are 


i « Prida goeth before destruction, sad a haagbty spirit before a fog w (Pro*, 
xri. 16), may be particularly applied to Bmm 
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sold, I and my people, to. be destroyed, to be slain, and to 
perish.; had we been sold for bondage only, I would have been 
silent, but the revengeful enemy doth not care even for his 
king's damage. And the king quickly asked. Who is he, and 
where is he, that durst presume in his heart to do so ? And 
Esther said, A cruel and revengeful enemy, this wicked Homan. 
Then Hunan was afraid before the king and the queen. The 
king arose from the banquet full of wrath, and went forth into 
the garden. Hainan, however, stayed to make request for his 
life to Esther the queen j tor he saw that there was evil deter¬ 
mined against him by the king. Now when the king returned 
out of tne garden, Homa n was fallen on the sofa on which 
Esther sat. Then stud the king. Will he force the quern even 
in my own house ? As this word went out of the king's mouth, 
they covered Hainan's face. 1 And Harbonah, one of the king’s 
chamberlains, said, Behold, also, the gallows, fifty cubits high, 
which Hainan had erected for Mordecai, who had spoken good 
for the king, standeth in the house of Hainan. Then the king 
said, Let him be himself hanged thereon. So they hanged 
Ham an on the gallows that he had prepared for Mordecai, and 
thus the king’s wratlTwas pacified. 


IV. TBS FESTIVAL OF PURIM. MORDBCAI’S GREATNESS. 

r 

“This is tfa» day which the Lord hath made} we vriE iqoiee and he glad in it," 

Psalm crviii, 24. 

Nov, when Esther had told the king what Mordecai was unto 
her, the king sent tor him, and took off his ring which he had 
t»1rm from H*m*n , and gave it unto Mordecai. And Esther 
set Mordecai over the house of Hainan, which tlie king had 
given her that day as a present. At the request of Esther, 
counter decrees were soon issued, which Mordecai caused to be 
written in the name of the king, and sealed with the king’s 
seal, and which he sent by posts unto every province of tne 
king. The contents thereof were, That the decree of Haman 
concerning the extermination of the Jews was quite invalid, 
and thatthe Jews were permitted to offer resistance to their 
A nomic dud assailants, and to rid themselves of them. And 


1 Thus was done to him who syas in disgrace with the king, and punishment 
wu tha sum to follow. 
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such, a decree was also raven in Shmban. Mordecai now went 


out from the 


the city of 


e was raven m onmoaa juoraecai now i 
»presence of the king, arrayed in royal apparel, 
Shushan rejoiced and triumphed. And in e 


and 


phecL 



province, and in ever y city, whithersoever the king’s cowman 
ment and his decree came, the Jews had joy and glad n ess, 

rib ^ 4 4 * Mfl B 4 # V . 1 .I * 





hoped to ruin them, converted into a joyful da 



feast and a good day. Thus was the day (namely, the thirteenth 
dav of the month of Adar) on which the enemies of the Jews 

; for they 

everywhere defeated their enemies, and none could withstand 
them. Also the condition of the Jews was everywhere im¬ 
proved ; because the fear of Mordec&i had fallen upon all the 

a all the king’s officers. 
ho use, and' his fame was 
spread throughout the whole country, bo that this man became 

and greater. The Jews in Shushan celebrated the 
th, but the Jews in other places the fourteenth day of 
the month of Adar, as a day of feasting and gladness, ana of 
sending presents one to another. Esther the queen and 
Mordecai sent letters unto all the Jews in all the provinces of 
Ahasuerus, the king, words of peace and truth. To establish 
this among them, that they should ke 

fifteenth day of the month of Adar, yearly, 




eep the fourteenth and the 

the days on 



which their sorrow was turned into joy, and their mourning 
into festivity,—and to spend them as days of feasting and joy, 
and of wending presents one to another , 1 and gifts to the poor . 1 
And because of the lot (called Pur) which Hainan, the perse¬ 
cutor of the Jews, had cast to destroy them, these days were 
called Furim. And the Jews took it upon themselves as an 

all such as 


inviolable law, and upon their 
should join thcmselvm unto 



, and u 



ese two days 


, to keep 

according to the prescribed manner and rime. Awl these days 
of Purim shall never cease among the Jews, nor their memorial 
perish from their posterity. And Mordecai was next unto 
Ahasuerus, the greatest among his nation, obliging to 
the multitude oi his friends, benevolent towards hu people, 
and benefiting all his posterity. 



1 Hence the custom, still .existing among ns of mutually sending p resen ts 
Mends sad idsttres (HU1J Ipf). 

* Avery UmMifc costom. The poor and needy in the community ire not 
fed want od the general day of salvation and joy) bat they shall be enabled , 1 
our charity, to njfoiee outwardly as wall ssinwardly, so that the day msybe o 
of universal hilarity. 
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I. TERMINATION OR THE BABYLONIAN C A PT IVITY. A PORTION 
OP THE JEWS RETURN UNTO JERUSALEM UNDER ZERUBBABEL, 
WHO RESTORETH THE WORSHIP OF GOD THEBE. 

14 But they tha t are \rin sbaD shine as the brightness of the firmament, and they 
who hare turned many to rigbtoou&nesi as the stars for ever ^ ever.' 4 
Daniel m. 3i 


Now in the first year of the reign of Gyros, king of Persia, 
when the word of the Lord by the month of Jeremiah 1 was to 
be fulfilled, the Lord stirred np the spirit of Cyrus, that he 
made a proclamation, throughout all his kingdom, and com¬ 
mitted it also to writing, saying, Thus eaith Cyrus, king of 
Persia, The Lord God of heaven hath given me all the 
kingdoms of the earth, and now he hath charged me to build 
him a temple in Jerusalem. 'Whoever of his people, therefore, 
liveth among yon,—his God be with him—let him go up to 
Jerusalem, which is in Judah, that he may there assist in 
building the temple of the Lord, the God of Israel. Those 
Israelites, however, who shall choose to remain in their present 
places of habitation, let their fellow-citizens assist them with 
gold, with silver, and with other goods; and these presents, 
together with other voluntary contributions for the temple, 
shall be sent ud to Jerusalem. "" 
families of Ju 


i dc sent up to Jerusalem. Then rose up the chiefs of the 
[lies of Judah, and Benjamin, and the priests and the 
ites, with all them whose spirit God moved to go up, to 



Levites 

build the 
neighbours 
beasts, and with 
voluntary offerings 
vessels 


of the Lord in Jerusalem. And all their 




the temple of the Lord which 



ag, gave up 
Nebuchadnezzar had 


^Jtr. xxv. 11, where It la said, 44 But when the seventy yean (of captivity) 
■haD have elapsed, I will visit the king of Babylon," Ac. And aa for Ko res h 
(Cyras), the ting, we find, one handled and twenty yean before this time, a 
prophecy concerning him in Tatbh (see Is. p. 247), where be is called the an o in t ed 
of the Lord, has greatness and dominion promised him, and where also the 
foil of Babylon is predicted. 44 The counsel of the Lord endureth for ever, the 
thoughts «f fafo heart to all generations.” halm rain. II. 
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carried off from. Jerusalem, and deposited in the temple of his 
idol. And the total number of the silver and gold Teasels was 
five thousand four hundred. These were handed over to 
Shcshbaszar, who brought them up from Babylon unto 


Jerusalem. Among the 


ugnt 
* lead 


mg 




of Judah, who now went 


up to the land of Israel, Zerubbabel and Jeskua the priest were 
particularly distinguished. With them went up forty and two 
thousand and three hundred and sixty, besides their servants 
and their maids, of whom there were Beven thousand three 
hundred and thirty-seven. Two hundred male and female 
ringers also joined them. The heads of the families, imme¬ 
diately after their arrival, made preparations for the erection of 
the temple, towards which they contributed voluntary offerings, 
each according to his ability. The Israelites thus returned 
settled in the cities. And when the seventh month (Tishri) 
approached, the whole nation gathered themselves together 
one man in Jerusalem. Then stood up Jeshua, the priest, with 
his colleagues, aud Zerubbabel with his brothers, and built die 
altar of. the God of Israel, to oiler burnt-offerings thereon, as it 


rrrnTT 


of 


is written in die law of Moses, the 
celebrated the feast of Tabernacles, v ^ 
offered the sacrifices as proscribed for each day. 


And th 


;*VVY 


rding to precept, an 


3 


II. COMMENCEMENT OF THE BUILDING OF THE TEMPLE. IN. 
TEKRUPTION THEREOF. CONTINUATION OF THE BUILDING 




ER DARIUS. 


Is die second month of the second year of their coming into 
Jerusalem out of the Babylonian captivity, the foundation of 
the temple was laid. While the builders laid the foundation, 




laid. 


the Lcvitcs, accompanied by trumpets and 
tho hymns and psalms of David, in praise of 


oym 

the 


bale, chanted 

Lord. They 


S , “ Thank ye the Lord, and praise ye him, because he is 
, for ever endureth his mercy towards Israel.” And all 
people shouted with a groat shout. But many of the 
older priests and Levi tea, and heads of families, who had 

the first temple in its splendour, wept aloud when the 
foundation of this temple was laid before their eyes. Now 
when the adversaries of Judah and Benjamin, namely, the 
Assyrian strangers who dwelt in the country , 1 heard of this 


m m 

1 They woe called Samaritans, from Samaria, the 
Adieu kingdom of Israel. (See p. 205.) 
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buildin 
nhiftfa 


g of the temple, they 
n the families, and said, 


came to Zerabbabcl, and 
, Let us build with you : 


seek jour God as ye do, and sacrifice unto him, since we have 
been in this country. But their request having been refused, 
they endeavoured to disturb and to prevent thebu3ding 


And 


tempi 

those enemies wrote unto 


oprevi 
of the 


of the 


of 



beginning oi tnc reign 
itotrim an accusation against the inhabi¬ 
tants of Judah and Jerusalem; whereupon the king commanded, 
that the building of the city of Jerusalem and of the temple 
should be discontinued. Thus the work of the temnle of the 




unto 


Haggai and Zechariah, 1 the prophets, who then prop 
theJcws that were in Jerusalem, in the name of th 


ihgsied- 
i God 


Israel, assisted and 



them. And again adversaries 
having found in the his- 



immedi 


supported 

i. up against them. But Darius, 
toxical records how Cyrus had acted so well towards the Jews 
and how he bad favoured the building of the tempi 
ately made a decree, that the erection of the temple should be 
continued without interruption. Moreover, he commanded, 
that the expenses of the building be forthwith given to the 
Jews oat of the royal revenues, arising from the countries 
beyond the river (Euphrates'), as well os the required 
for sacrifice, wheat, wine, and oil, according to the arroointment 



of the priests in Jerusalem; in order—such were 
the decree—that they may offer the due sacrifices unto the God 
of heaven, and pray to him for the life of the king and of his 


house 



And the God, 



Jerusalem) 



destroy every king and every nation that shall lay hand on his 


Darius, have. 
The Israelites 


temple to destroy it, or even to damage it. 
muHo this decree, let it be executed forthwith 
now continued the building of the temple. And the temple 
was finished in the sixth year of the reign of king Darius, in 
ihe .third day of the month of Adar. And the children of 
Israel, the priests and the Lcvites, and all that were returned 
from tiie captivity, celebrated the dedication of the house with 
joy. And they offered on this occasion a hundred bullocks, 


1 Of flic twelve nteor pfopbets. (See pi 983.) 
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two hundred rams, and four hundred lambs; and for a sin- 
offering for all Israel, twelve lie-goats, according to the number 
of the tribes of Israel. And the priests and the Levites were 
appointed to their offices for the service of God, as it is written 
in the book of Moses. Those who were returned out of the 

captivity now' celebrated the passover seven days with joy; for 
the Lord had made them joyful by having inclined the heart 
of the king in their favour, to Tender them his powerful 
assistance in the work of the building of the temple. 


IIL 


THE ARRIVAL OF BZRA, THE PRIEST, AND HIS INSTITUTIONS. 

man dull be satisfied with good by the fruit of his mouth (hb hind words), 
rod the good deed of his hawk shall be tendered unto Mm.*’ Prov.tiL14. 


In the seventh year of the 


reign 

ora Hi 


of Artaxerxes, king of Persia, 

This Ezra was a man 



him. For Ezra ever had devoted himself to the 


Ezra the priest went up from Dabylon. 

learned in the law of Moses, and the king granted him 
his request, because it was evident that the hand of the 
Lord guided 

study of the law of God, in order to practise it, and to teach in 
Israel law and judgment. Upon the first day of the first month 
he left Babylon, and on the first day of toe fifth month he 
arrived in Jerusalem. And there went up with him some of 
the children of Israel, and of the priests, and the Lcvitcs, and 
the singers, and the porters. And the king lianded him a 
decree, by virtue of which every Israelite was permitted to go 
with him to Jerusalem. It also decreed, that all the 


up 


expenses of the journey should be defrayed out of the royal 
treasury, and that all the treasurers in the land of Israel riiould 
furnish him with all that he required for tho service of God, 


or for other 


judges and 
who should 




and lastly, it empowered him to a 
among his people, and duly to puni 

the laws of God, or of tho king, 
and said, Blessed be the 


appoint 
isn him 


And 

of 


King. £ 

Ezra praised the Lord, and said, Blessed be the Lora God 
our fathers, who hast put it into the king’s heart to beautify 
thy temple in Jerusalem, and who hast caused me to find grace 
before the king and his counsellors, and that, by the merciful 


protection of tho Lord, I was able to take up with me many of 
the leading men of Israel. 

Notv after that Ezra was arrived in Jerusalem, and had 

delivered the contributions In gold, silver, and vessels intended 
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for the temple, those who were come out of the captivity 
offered up sacrifices in honour of the Lord. But when Kan 


heard that 
nations of the 


them, he 




by himself, and 


my of the people of Israel had mixed with the 
adjacent countries, by having intermarried with 
much grieved. He rent his garment, sat down 
d lasted until evening. And when the evening 


And when the evening 


sacrifice had been offered up, be arose, fell upon bis knees. 


• uuqi 

arid our transgressions reach unto heaven. Thou bast not 
forsaken us in our bondage, thou bast revived us, the temple of 
our God is raised out of its desolation, and we again have a 


our God is raised 


0 our God, 


we again nav 
But what can 


again forsaken thy 


protecting wall in Judah mid in Jerusalem. But what can we 
say before thee, 0 our God, having again forsaken thy 
commandments? By thy servants, the prophets, thou hast 
commanded us to keep ourselves distinct from the strange 
nations of these countries, and to abstain from their abomi¬ 
nations ; not to join in affinity with them, lest we be polluted 
by them. And afteijall that is come upon us for our evil 
deeds, seeing that thou our God hast punished us less than our 
iniquities deserve, and hast given us such deliverance as this; we 
yet again did trespass thy commandments, and have intermarried 
with these abominable nations. Shouldst thou, therefore, be 
angry with us till thou hadst consumed us, so that there should 
not be the least remnant for escape, yet thou, art righteous. 


not be the least remnant for escape, yet thou, art righteous, 
0 Lord God of Israel; since we, who remain yet escaped, 
appear before thee in our trespasses, and cannot stand before 
thee because of this. While Bara was thus fervently praying 
and weeping before the Lord, there assembled unto him out of 
Israel a very great congregation of men, and women, and 
children: and the people auto wept very much. Then spoke 


and cannot stand before 


one Shechamah, an 


id the people also wept very much. Then spoke 
dah, and said unto Ezra, Weliave indeed trespassed 
God, in having taken strange wives of the people 
; yet still there is hope in Israel concerning this 


against our God, in having taken strange wives of the people 
of the land; yet still there is hope in Israel concerning this 
thing. Let us now make a covenant with our God, to put 
away all these wives, so that we. act according to the law. 
Arise, for on thee dependeth the accomplishment of this object, 
but we also will assist thee; be of good courage, and act. 
/M Ezra, and made the chid 1 prists, the Levi tea, and 




Ezra, 


Then 

r 

all Israel to 
meat; and they s 


, that 




il 


the chid prists, the Levitea, and 
’ would do according to this agree- 
ereupon Ezra convened the whole 
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people, represented to them their transgression, and repeated 
the oath. Then all the congregation answered, and said with 
a loud Voice, So be it. As thou hast said, so most we do. 
And it was done as was agreed on in the assembly concerning 
this matter; and Ezra, together with several of the leading 
families, accomplished it. 5 

IV. NEHEMIAH; HIS MISSION TO JERUSALEM, AND HIS 

ACTS THESE. 

The voids of Nehemiah, the son of Hachaliah. In the 
twentieth year of the reign of Artaxerxes, as I was in Shushan, 
the capital, Hanani, one of my friends, together with certain 
other men, came to me out of Judah. Ana I asked them con¬ 
cerning the Jews there (who were returned thither from 
Babylon). And they said unto me, The Jews in the land of 
Israel are in great affliction: the walls of Jerusalem still lie 
broken down, and the gates thereof are burnt with fire. When 

I beard this intelligence I sat down and wept, and fasted for 
some days. And l prayed before the God of heaven, and 
said, 0 Lord, God of heaven, who ait so great and terrible, 
who keenest thy covenant, and sbowest mercy unto those that 
observe thy commandments, hearken, O Lord, to the prayer of 
thy servant, which 1 pray before thee on behalf of the children 
of Israel' We have dealt very corruptly against thee, and 
have not kept the commandments nor the statutes which thou 
oommandeat thy servant Moses. ' Remember, I beseech thee, 
the promise thou guvest us by the mouth of thy servant Moses, 
saying, “ But if ye return unto me, and observe my command* 
menta, though there were of you cast out unto the uttermost 
part of the heaven, yet will I gather them thence, and will 
bring them unto the place which I shall chooso, to let my name 
reside there." Behold, they arc thy servants and thy people, 
whom thou hast redeemed by thy great power, and. by* thy 
strong hand. Let now thine ear, 0 Lord, be attentive to the 
prayer of thy servant, and to the Supplication of thy servants, 
who desire to fear thy name. Prosper, I pray thee, thy servant 


'* This vigorous measure—namely, the repudiating of the wives—Ezra 

found necessary, for the purpose of completely eradic&tingidolaby owl its con¬ 
comitant visa, In aider to prevent ouch a uni venal nil, and to gnad against the 
mischief which was ao penurious to the nation. 
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obtain 


this day, and Let me find favour in die sight of this man. the 

W . . 

And one day, when I took up the wine and gave it to the 
king,—for 1 was the king's cupbearer,—and he asked me 

concerning my sorrowful countenance, I answered him, and 

said, Why should not my countenance be sad, when the city, 
the place of my fathers’ sepulchres, licth waste, and the gates 
thereof are consumed with fire ? Then the king said unto me, 
For what dost thou make request ? And I replied—inwardly 
praying to the God of heaven—If it please the king, and if 
thy servant have found favour in thy sight, I wish that thou 
wouldst let me go unto Judah, unto the city where my fathers 
are interred, that I may rebuild it; that thou moreover wouldst 
cause letters to be given to me to the governors beyond the 
river, that they may furnish mo with a safe conduct, and a 
letter unto the keeper of the king’s forest, that I may 
the needful timber. And the king granted roe what I requested 
of him. So I departed, escorted by captains and horsemen, 
and arrived in Jerusalem. After having Deen there three days, 
I forthwith made preparations to rebuild the walls and the 
gates of J erusalem. And the people, the rulers, and the nobles 
supported me^ and the building was commenced. But when a 
certain Sanballat and other adversaries of Judah and Benjamin 
heard tins, they endeavoured to hinder us, and to disturb the 
workmen, that the wall should not be raised. For they came 
with an armed troop of Samaritans, to disperse the builders, 
and to make war against us. Then I employed half of my men 
in building, while I kept the other half under arms, so that 
there was a constant guard that could resist an attack. Even 
the builders were furnished with arms; so that they worked 
with one hand, and with the other they held a weapon. Thus, 
by the assistance of God, the wall was completed. But the 
people and their wives raised complaints against their 
wealthier Jewish brethren. They said, We have been im¬ 
poverished, we have no bread for our children; our vine¬ 
yards and our lands are mortgaged, because we had to pay the 
king's tribute; our sons and our daughters we are obliged to 
bring into bondage, and it is not in our power to ransom them. 
I was very angry when I heard this. And I rebuked the 
nobles and the rulers, and said unto them, We have done our 
utmost to ransom our Jewish brethren who were sold to the 
heathens, and will you now sell your brethren anew ? Verily, 
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it is not good that ye do. Ought not this already induce you 

to walk in the fear of our God, that ye may escape the reproach 

of our heathen enemies ? I likewise, and those belonging to 
me, have lent them money and com, but we remit the debt. 
Therefore, restore ye to them also their vineyards, their olive- 
yaxds, and their houses, and remit likewise the other debt 
which they owe you in money, wine, com, and oil. Then said 
they all, “ We will restore them, and will require nothing of 
them; but we will do as thou hast said.” Then I sent for the 
priests, and took an oath of them, that they should do according 
to this promise. Also, I shook my garment off my arm, and 
said. So God shake out every man from his house, and from 
his fortune, and thus let him be stripped that performeth not 
this promise. And all the congregation exclaimed. Amen, and 
praised the Lord. And the people did according to this 
promise. 


V. MEETING 0? THE PEOPLE. THE HEADING OF THE LAW BY 
EZRA. THE FESTIVAL OF TABERNACLES. GEKEBAL PENITENCE. 
RENEWED COVENANT. 

■ h 

" Righteousness cxiRcth a people, hut sin is the reproach of Datums.” 

Prov. xiv. 34. 

And it came to pass on the first day of the seventh month 1 
that the people assembled, and requested Ezra, the scribe, to 
bring the book of the law of Moses, which the Lord had 
commanded to Israel. And Ezra, the priest, brought the law 
before the congregation, both men ami women, that could 
understand its contents. And he stood upon a pulpit of wood, 
which they had made for the purpose, and beside him, on his 
right and on his left hand, stood other men learned in the law. 
Ezra now opened the book in the sight of all the people, and 
when he opened it all the people stood up. And Ezra blessed 
the Lord, and all the people answered, with uplifted hands, 
Amen, Amen. He then read in the book of the law, before 
the men and the women, and those that could understand its 
contents, from early in the morning until mid-day. And the 
scribes and the Lcvites interpreted and explained, that which 
was read, rendering it intelligible to the people. But when 

1 The day qf mmdhg Ibccoruet (see Leniticiu, p. 76); also ike New Yew’s day. 


unto 
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Ezra and Nchcmiah, as well aa the priests and the scribes, saw 
the people weep—for they wept when they heard the words 
of the law 1 —they said unto the people, Tliis day is holy v 
the Lord your God. Therefore, mourn not, nor weep; but go 
your way, eat well and drink well, and bestow a portion upon 
them for whom nothing is prepared, for this day is amriwl 
unto the Lord. Mourn ye not, and your joy in God 
strengthen you. And all 1 

and to drink, to give charity to the poor, and to enjoy them- 

The following day the priests and the Levites, and the 
heads of families, again came to Ezra, to consult him on the 


the people went their way, to eat 


selves. 


the 


And when they found written in the 


which the Lord had commanded by Moses, that the children 
of Israel should dwell in tabernacles m the feast of the saventir' 


month 

and In 


they caused a proclam 
all their cities, saying, 


be made in Jerusalem, 
rth unto the mountains 


and fetch leaves and branches of the olive-tree, and myrtl 
branches, and palm branches, to make tabernacles, os it i 

the 


written.' So tne people went lortn ana orougnt tnem, ana 
made themselves tabernacles, eve r y one upon the roof of his 
house, and in their courts, and in the streets, and dwelt in 


people went forth and 


;ht them, and 


and there was 

_ 

God was also daily 


The book of the law o: 
om the first day unto the seventh 



Thus they kept the feast of tabernacles seven days, and on 
eighth day was a solemn assembly* according unto the mmiTwr 
prescribed. 



fourth day of this month, the children 


of Israel were assembled with fasting, and with sackcloth and 
earth upon them. And they stood and confessed their sins, 
and the iniquities of their lathers. At the same time the book 
of the law of God was read onto them one-fourth part of the 
day, and another fourth part they confessed their sins, and 

the Lord their God. Then some of the Levites 



ascended the stairs of the Levites, and prayed unto the Lord 


wyea 

iey cried with a loud voice, and said. Arise, and bless 
Lord your God for ever and ever 
namerwhich is exalted above all blessing and praise 

of 


Blessed be thy glorious 

Thou. 


Lord, even thou alone, hast made heaven 
heavens with all their host, the earth and all that is therein 


1 Ill anueqnenee of their conscience securing them of haring so often trans¬ 
gressed that lev, tad offlanded fbe Lard. 
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the aces and all that they contain, and thoupreservest them ail, 
and the host of heaven worship thee. Thou, O Lord, art 
the God who didst choose Abraham, and brolightest him forth 
out of Ur Chaadem; thou foundest his heart faithful before 
thee, «nd madest a covenant with him to give the land of 
Canaan unto his posterity as an inheritance. Thou hast per¬ 
formed thy words, for thou art righteous. With signs and 
wonders thou broughtest forth our ancestors out of Egypt; 
thou didst divide the sea before them, so that- they went through 
the midst thereof on the dry land, and their persecutors thou 
castest into the deep, as a stone info the mighty waters. 
Moreover, thou Ieddest them in the day by a cloudy pillar, and 
in the night by a pillar of fire. Thou earnest down also upon 
mount Sinai, and spokest with them from heaven, and gavest 
them right judgments and true laws, good statutes and com¬ 
mandments. Thou madest known unto them thy holy Sabbath, 

trough Moses, thv 


and commandcdst them 
servant Thou causedst 


recepts and laws through Moses, thy 

to rain down for them in the 
desert, and broughtest forth water for them out of the rock. 
And .thou badiest them go 'and take possession of the land, 
which thon hadst sworn to give them. . But they acted 
wantonly, were stubborn, and hearkened not to thy command¬ 


ments. Yet, thou didst not forsake them, according to thy 

and their children went in and took pos- 

f all 


great compassion; 


session of the good and extensive land, of houses full o 
goods, of wells dug out, of vineyards, olive-yards, and fruit 
trees in abundance. Then they enjoyed superfluity, and became 

3 . And they became 
cast thy law behind 
much wickedness. Therefore, thou 
dehveredst them into the hand of their enemies. And in the 
rime of their trouble, when they cried unto thee, thou heardest 
them from heaven; and according to thy manifold mercies, 
thou didst send them liberators, who delivered them out of the 
wer of their enemies. But after they had rest, they again 




evil before thee; therefore Icftest thou them again in the 
hand of their enemies. Yet when they returned and called 



compassion natn continually 
thou didst not utterly consume them, nor forsake them; for 
then art a gracious and merciful God. Now, therefore, our 
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God, the great, the mighty, and terrible God, who keepest the 
covenant and art all merciful, let not all the trouble seem little 
before thee that hath come upon us, on our kings, and on our 
priests, and on our prophets, and on our fathers, and on all thy 

S iople, since the time of the kings of Assyria unto this day. 

owbeit, thou art just in all that is come upon us; for thou • 
hast done right, but we have done wickedly. We, indeed, 
inhabit the good and fertile land which thou gavest to our 
ancestors, but wc are dependent, and subject to foreign kings, 
who exercise arbitrary dominion over our bodies, and over our 
cattle; and, as yet, we are still in great distress. 

Then the nobles, the priests, and the Lerites made a covenant, 
wrote it down, and signed it on behalf of themselves and of all 
the people. By it they bound themselves to walk in God% 
law, which was given by Moses, the servant of God, and 
carefully to observe and do all the commandments of God, our 
Lord, and his judgments, and his statutes; not to intermarry 
with the natives of the country; not to buy on the sabbath, or 
on any holiday, of the strangers, who were in the habit of 
bringing goods to market on those days; to leave the produce 
of the seventh year, and not to exaot any debt; lastly, to offer 
the annual first-fruits, duly to provide for the priests and 
Levi tea, and moreover, to preserve the temple of God in the 
best condition. 
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When die wall around Jerusalem was completed, the Levites 
were summoned out of all their places of habitation, to come to 
Jerusalem, and to celebrate the feast of dedication. And the 
Levites and singers came to Jerusalem, and the least was cele¬ 
brated with gladness, with thanksgiving, with cymbals, psal¬ 
teries, and harps. Also, that day they offered a multitude of 
sacrifices, and all men, women, and children rejoiced, God 
having granted them this great joy; so that the joy of 
Jerusalem was heard even afar off On that day the book of 
Moses was also read in the audience of the people; and therein 
was found written, that the Ammonites and Moabites should 
not be admitted into ihe congregation of the Lord. Now 
when they had heard that law, they removed from Israel all 
strangers. 
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In those days, 1 saw (these are the words of Nehenriah) 
in Judah, some 1 treading wine-presses on the sabbath, and 
bringing in sheaves, as* also gxapes, and figs, and all manner of 
burdens, which they brought into Jerusalem on the sabbath- 
day. 1 warned them. Then 1 even saw them salt victuals on 
the sabbath-day; for there dwelt in the city men of Tyre, who 
brought fish and other articles, and sold them on the sabbath, 
unto the inhabitants of Judah and Jerusalem. Then 1 severely 
rebuked the nobles of Judah, mid said to them, What evil 
thing is this that ye do, thus to profane the sabbath-day ? 
Thus did your fathers, and therefore the Lord did bring evil 
upon us and upon this city; and will ye yet provoke his wrath 
still more against brad, by such a profanation of tho sabbath ? 
I also commanded, that on the eve of the sabbath, the gates of 
Jerusalem should be shut, as soon as the riiade should begin 
to lengthen, and charged that they should not be opened till 
after the sabbath; and some of my servants I set at the gates, 
that there should no burden be brought in on the sabbath-day. 
Now it happened, that merchants and sellers of all kind of 
ware, took up their stand, once or twice, close to the wall of 
Jerusalem. I admonished them, and said unto them, Why do 
ye take up your stand so near the wall ? if ye do so again, I 
will use force against you. From that time forth came they 
no more on the sabbath. And I commanded the Lcvitcs, that 
they should come and keep watch at the gates, in order dial 
the sabbath-day be properly sanctified. Remember me, 0 my 
God, concerning this also, and be my protection, according to 
the greatness of thy mercy. 

T 

1 It is sufficiently stations Cram this account, how anxious the pout restorer, 
' ‘Nehemuh, was tv mu the fourth commandment strictly observed. Hay bis co- 
idigionisla of the present time lake this to heart, and strive to imitate mm, and 
to act in hb spirit. 
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PSALM I. 

FELICITY OF THB PIOUS; UNHAPPINESS OF THE UNGODLY. 

Blessed is the man who walketh not astray 
In wicked counsel, nor in sinners’ way; 

Nor sits with scomere; hut whose whole delight 
Is God’s pure law—its study, day and night. 

Like to the tree, the river’s bank that bears, 

In proper season, whose rich fruit appears, 

His leaf shall wither not; but every plan 
Shall ever prosper with the godly man; 

Not so the wicked, toko to virtue biind, 

Like chaff, are driven on before the wind: 

Therefore, the bad do not in judgment stand, 

Nor sinners come within the righteous band; 

For God of righteous men doth know the way, 

While they shall perish who do walk astray. 


PSALM VIII. 


THE GREATNESS AND MAJESTY OF GOD. 

CREATURE ON EARTII. 


IAN THE NOBLEST 


Thy name, how excellent, O Lord, 

To earth’s extremes! ends; 

Above the heaven’s archway broad, 

Thy majesty extends. 

By infants’ mouth and sucklings’ tongue, 

Tny strength, because of foes, is eung; 


i Composed by king David and oilier inspired poets. The term Psalms is 
derived ftom the Greek void imArqMS (Paalterion), signifying a mmrieal 
instrument, which was used ss an accompaniment to singin g. 
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That thou, thine enemies might stall, 

And curb th’ avenger to thy will 
When I the heavens thy work behold, 
Hie moon, the stars, thou madest of old, 
I ask, why thou rememb’rest man, 

And what Is he that thou shouldst scan ? 
Below the angels, one degree, 

Thou hast ordained his place to be i 
With glory and with honour crown’d, 
Thou bad’st him rule o’er all around: 

To him submission all must yield, 

The fowl of air, the beast of field, 

The sheep, the ox, the fish that swim, 
All dominion owe to him. 

Oh, Lord, to earth’s extremest ends, 

Thy name, most excellent, extends. 


PSALM XV. 

THE CHIEF PRECEPTS OF MORALITY. 

Lord, in thy temple, who shall dwell ? 

Who rest upon thy holy hill ? 1 
Whose life is pure, who acteth well, 

Whose heart to truth is steadfast still 

He, from whose pure unsullied tongue, 

No reports, or slanders glide; 

Who, to hie neighbour doth no wrong, 

Nor tells what eharity should hide. 

Who for the vile contempt still beareth, 

But honoureth them, that fear the Lord; 
He, who unto his own hurt sweareth. 

Nor changcth his once plighted word. 

■■ 

He who no wealth, usurious lends, 

Who doth not innocence betray 
He, who 'gainst evil thus contends, 

Shall ne’er feel sorrow or dismay. 


1 That Is, Who ia worthy to appear brforo thee 
himself worthy of eternal him? - 


piayer? Who my think 


PSALM XVI 


CONSOLATION IN GOD. IMMORTALITY. FELICITY OF THE 

GODLY IN THE LIFE TO COMB. 

Preserve me, 0 God, for in thee I pat my trust 
Say unto the Lord, Thou, my Lord, 

Thou art my felicity; nothing is above thee. 

As to the mmt s that are on earth, 

How exceedingly great is my delight in them ! 

But they multiply their woes who hasten after other things; 
Their drink-offerings of blood will I not oiler, 

Nor bear their names on my lips. [cup, 

Thou, 0 Lord, the portion of mine inheritance and of my 
Thou hast chosen my lot. 

My portion is fallen m pleasant places, 

My heritage, also, is precious unto me. 

Now I bless the Lord who hath given me counsel: 

In dismal nights, or when inwardly I suffer, 

I have the Lord ever present before mine eyes. 

Hie upholdeth me, I cannot be moved; 

Therefore, my heart is glad, and my glory rejoiceth: 

Even my flesh shall rest in safety; 

Fox thou wilt not give up my soul to the grave, 

Nor suffer thy pious one to behold corruption. 

Thou showest me the path of life. 

In thy presence is fulness of joy; 

At thy right hand, 1 felicity for evermore. 


PSALM XXIII. 

CONFIDENCE IN GOD. 

THE Lord is my shepherd, nothing I shall lack; 

He sendeth me to repose on verdant meadows, 

And conducteth me to gently rilling brooks. 

He refresheth my fainting soul, 

1 Hut is, after our departure from this world, wbea the soul shall aqtgr the 
pore oonUaflitioa of the Deity. 
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And guideth me in due paths of righteousness, 
For the glanr of his name. 

But should I even stray 
Through the shadowy vale of death, 

I will walk without tear, for thou art with me; 
Thy rod and thy staff 
Are my trust for ever. 

A banquet thou prcparest lor me, 

In right of mine enemies: 

Thou anointest my head with oil. 

And fillest my goblet to the brim. 

Surely joy and bliss follow me 

All the days of my life; 

And hereafter I snail dwell 
In the house of the Lord for ever. 


PSALM XXXVII. 

THB PBOSPEBITY OFTHE WICKED DOES NOT ENDUES; BUT 

LASTING SALVATION AWAITETH THE GODLY. 

1 Bk not jealous of the prosperity of the wicked; 

Envy not the workers of iniquity; 

They shall soon be cut down like the grass, 

And wither as the green herb. 

2 Trust in the Lord, and do good; 

Abide in the land, and maintain honesty ; 

So shalt thou delight in the Lord, 

And he shall bestow what thy heart desire th. 

3 Commit thy way unto the Lord; 

Trust in him, and he shall bring it to pass. 

Ho bringeth forth thy righteousness as the light, 

And thine innocence as the noon-day. 

4 Best confidently in the Lord, 

And wait patiently for him. 

Be not jealous of the prosperous, 

Who achieved! wanton deeds. 

5 Better is the little that the righteous man hath. 

Than the great wealth of many wicked; 

For the arm of the wicked shall be broken, 

But the Lord upholdeth the righteous. 
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6 The Lord blesseth the days of the upright: 

Their inheritance enduretii for ever; 

Their hope deccivcth them not in the evil time: 
Even in the days of fiunino they shall be satisfied. 

I The wicked borroweth, and repayeth not; 

But the righteous is charitable, and giveth: 

Such as are blessed of him, inherit the earth; 

Those that are cursed of him, shall be cut off. 

8 The steps of a good man are ordained by the Lord, 
And he delighteth in his way; 

Though he slip, he shall not fall, 

For the Lord upholdcth him with his hand. 

9 I was a youth, and I have grown old, 

Yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken, 

Nor his seed begging bread; 

He is ever merciful, and lendeth, 

And his children are truly blessed. 

10 Depart from, evil, and do good, 

And thou shalt endure for ever; 

For the Lard loveth justice, 

And foisaketh not his saints: 

They are preserved for ever, 

But the seed of the wicked shall be cut off. 

II The mouth of the righteous spcnkctii wisdom; 

His tongue teacheth justice; 

The law of hi3 God u in his heart; 

His Bteps shall never slide. 

12 The wicked watcheth the righteous, 

Eager to slay him ; 

Yet, the Lord will not leave him in his hand, 

Nor condemn him when he is judged. 

13 Trust in the Lord, observe his law, 

And he shall exalt thee to inherit the land; 

And thou shalt see the wicked perish. 

14 Once I saw a wicked man,—he was powerful, 

And throve, like an indigenous plant. 

Yet he passed away, audio, he was no more; 

Yea, 1 sought him, but he could not be found. 

15 Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright: 
The end of that man is peace. 

But the transgressors shall be destroyed together, 
The mid of the wicked shall be extermination. - 
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The Lord is the salvation of the righteous, 

Their strength in adversity, 

The Lord aideth them. 

And delivereth them: 

He delivereth them from the wicked. 

And saveth them because they trust in him. 


PSALM XLII. 


DAVID'S ZEAL TO SERVE GOD. HE ENCOURAGES HIS SOUL 

TO TRUST IN GOD. 

As the hart panteth after fresh springs, 

So panteth my soul after thee, 0 Goa: 

My soul thirsteth for God, the living God, 

'When shall 1 again come and appear before God ?’ 

My tears have become my food by day and by night, 
Since enemies daily ask me. Where now is thy God ? 

1 pour out my soul in me, when 1 remember, 

How I went to the house of God with a multitude, 

With the voice of joy and praise, amidst the rejoicing mast 
Why art thou cast down, 0 my soul ? 
u why art thou disquieted in 


An 


m me 


Hope tliou but in God; 

m v* 11 r l IV • 


Him 1 shall yet pra 
For the help of his 


raise 



countenance. 


My soul is cast down within me, 0 God, 

When here I remember thee, here by the banks of Jordan 
By the mountains of Herman, the small mountains! 
Deep calleth unto deep, at the noise of thy waterfalls, 

All thy waves, all thy billows pass over me. [kindness, 

Lora coinmandeth bis kmng- 
And in the night his song still is with me. 


Yet in the day-time the 

1 -mm i * I * 


A prayer unto the God of my life: 



m my 

To God, I say. My rock, Why hast thou forgotten me: 
Why must 1 go mourning, oppressed by the enemy ? 
Ah, it pierceth me to the bones, 1 


mock me, 
When they i 




nes, when my enemies 


tly ask me, Where now is thy God 


Why art thou east down, 0 my soul ? 
Ana why art thou disquieted within me ? 
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VANITY OY EABTHLY GOODS, BTC. 

Hope but in God; 

For I shall jet praise him, 

Him, my God, 

The salvation of my countenance. 


PSALM XLIX. 1 

VANITY OF EABTHLY GOODS. IMMORTALITY OF THE SOUL. 

TO THB cunt lfUUCZAN, A MAUI OP TSB SOUS OT KOBAK.* 

Listen to me, ye all, 

That dwell on earth, 0 be attentive; 

Sons of men, sons of the groat, 

Ye rich and ye needy, all: 

My lips shall teach you high wisdom, 

And my heart indulge in sage contemplation. 

My car hesreth a lofty strain, 

And on the harp I disclose it to you. 

Why should I his daunted in the time of ill ? 

Can the punishment due to my oppressors light on me ? 

They who trust in their great mi ght, 

Andprido themselves on their vast riches. 

The brother will not release his own brother, 

But refuseth his ransom to the judges; 

Yea, to redeem himself, should it cost him much, 

He ne’er would do it. 

And did the fool but live for ever. 

Did he never find his end;— 

But eeeth he not that even the wise must die, 

That the host of fools must vanish, 

And unto othem leave their might ? 

Though inwardly they think their palaces firm, 

Their residences last tor ever, 

As their fame, wide spread through the land. 

But all the glories of man 
Scarcely last one single night, 

And, like the beasts, he dxoppeth to the ground. 

Such are their works,—fools to themselves. 


1 Tb Pkalm is recited in the house of the moaner during the seven days 

called ftpfp. 

* This version is taken from the Hebrew .Review, edited by the 

Her. Dr. H. J. RaphiH. 
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AH, would posterity Hut Hun them incense. 

They rink into the grave, like the blearing herd 
Death hurrieth them away,'—the righteous arc above them, 
At dawn of yon morning. Not for ever can 
The grave retain those that outlive it. 

Would the Lord Hut redeem my soul, 

When he redaimeth it, from the pains of licll. 

My soul seeth them, without envy, hoard up their treasures, 
And how they magnify the splendour of tneir houses. 

He never cameth nig treasures with him in death: 

Surely his glory followeth him not. 

And doth He here delight his soul ? 

Thou wilt be called happy hereafter, 

While he goeth down unto his fathers, 

And ne’er Deholdeth the glorious light. 

Man invested with highest dignity. 

If he be not wise, 

Must perish, even like the brute. 


PSALM L. 

SACRIFICE WITHOUT PIETY ARE NOT ACCEPTABLE TO THE LORD. 

T ina mighty God, tho Lord hath spoken. 

And called the earth, from sunrise to sunset; 

From Zion—the perfection of beauty— 

Emanate the rays of the Deify. 

Our God comctn, and not in silence: 

(Lightning enusumeth before him, 

And around him is a mighty storm.) 

He calleth to the heavens from above, 

And to tho earth, to judge his people: 
u Gather my saints together unto me, 

Those that make a covenant with me by sacrifice. 

(The heavens declare his righteousness; 

For the Lord, he is judge himself.) 

Hear, 0 my people, and I will speakj 
O Israel, ana I will testify against thee: 

I am God, even thy God. 

I will not reprove thee concerning thy sacrifices, 

For thy burnt-offerings are ever before me; 
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HYMN OF PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING. 

I will take no bullock out of thy house, 

Nor he-goat out of thy folds: 

For mine axe all the beasts of the fo rests. 

And the cattle on the hills by thousands. 

I know every bird of the mountains; 

Whatever moveth in the field is known to me. 

If I were hungry, I would not tell thee; 

For mine is the earth, and the fulness thereof. 

Will I eat the flesh of bulls, 

Or drink the blood of goats ? 

Offer but thanksgiving unto God; 

Perform but what thou hast vowed to the Most High, 
And call upon me in the day of trouble: 

I will deliver thee; thus only dost thou honour me.” 

But unto the wicked God Barth: 

“ Wherefore talkcst thou of my law. 

Or takest my covenant in thy mouth ? 

Seeing thou ha teat all instruction, 

And castest my words behind thee: 

Thou givest thy mouth to evil, 

And thy tongue fr&meth deceit;. 

Thou attest, and speakeat against thy brother, 

Thou slanderest thine own mother's son.” 

These things hast thou done.—Were I now to keep silence. 
Thou mightest think I was like thee; 

But I will show it thee, and put it before thine eyes. 

Now consider this, ye that forget God, 

Lest I tear you in pieces, and none delivereth; 

Whoso offereth praise , glorifieth me. 

Whoso heededi Au wag t 
Him wiR I show divine salvation. 


PSALM LXV. 

HYMN OF PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING, FOR THE BLESSING 

OF GOD. 

It is tranquillity to the soul, 0 Lord, 

To praise thee in Zion, 

There to pay thee the vow. 

0 thou that heaxest prayer, unto thee cometh all flesh; 


When the weight of sins oppressed^ me, 

Even our transgressions, thou pardonest them. 
Hamnr is the 1 11 ’ " ^ r_ ’ 


[to thee, 


Happy is the man whom thou choosest, and bringest mgh 
That he may dwell in thy courts: 

He thall be satisfied with the goodness of thy house, 

And with the sanctity of thy temple. 

Thy threatening. 0 God of our salvation. 


of our salvation, 


Is terrible, yet just 

Thou art the confidence of the ends of the earth, 
The trust of distant coasts. 


Thou who, by thy strength, 

Hast laid the foundations of the mountains. 
Who art girded with omnipotence. 

Thou stillest the noise of the seas. 

The roaring of their waves, 

And the tumult of nations. 

The inhabitants of distant zones 
Are afraid at thy tokens; 

Thou makest to rgoa.ee 

The rue' of the morning and evening. 

Thou visitest the earth, and waterest it, 

Thou greatly enriches t it; 

(Full of water is the rivulet of the Lord.) 
Thou providest com for them (men), 

When thou hast thus prepared the soil; 

Thou waterest the ridges thereof, 

And settlest its furrows; 

Thou softenest it by showers, 

And blessest its produce. 

Thou crownc8t the year with thy goodness, 
And thy paths drop fatness (cause abundance). 
Even the pastures in the desert drop; 

The hills are girded with joy, 

The pastures arc clad with nocks, 

The valleys also are covered with com; 

All shout for joy, all sing. 


PSALM LXXXTV. 

DELIGHT IN PUBLIC W0B8HIP. 

■ 

0 Lobd of hostB ! thy temples bright. 

How lovely are they in my sight; 

Thither my soul aspiring toms, 

And for their holy precincts yearns: 

My heart, my flesh, have found a voice. 

And in the living God rejoice. 

The sparrow finds a place of rest, 

The swallow builds herself a nest, 

Wherein her brood she lays: 

So I unto thine altars dine, 

My God, my everlasting king ; 

Thy blessing ever will await, 

All those who dwell within thy gate, 

Thy holy name to praise. 

Happy aro they in thee confiding, 

Thy spirit o’er their ways presiding. 

What, though they pass through sorrow’s vale 

Thy wells ox goodness ne’er shall fail; 

The genial ram shall kindly fall. 

Fruitful with blessing to them all: 

Thus strengthened,—every danger past,— 
They reach to Zion’s gates at last. 

0 God, unto my prayer give car 1 
0 Jacob’s God, thy servant hear ! 

0 God, our shield, look down with grace 
And love an thine anainted’s face! 

(hie day within thy courts to dwell, 

A thousand elsewhere doth excel; 

Better a servant there to bide, 

Than with the wicked to reside. 

God is a shield, a glorious sun j 
Honour and grace dispensing still 
To all, who guilt and folly shun, 

Who piously perform his will. 

0 Lord of hosts, benign and just, 

Blessed are they in Thee who trust 
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PSALM Cl. 


GOOD RESOLUTIONS ARE THE NOBLE GERMS OF VIRTUE. WITH 
SINCERITY OF HEART AND FAITHFULNESS OF LIFE ONLY. MAN 
IS ACCEPTABLE TO HIS MAKER. AND WITH THESE QUALITIES 
ONLY CAN HE ASCEND THE WAY TO PERFECTION. 


I WILL sing of mercy and justice; 

Unto thee. O Lord, will I sing. 

I will reflect on the way to perfection, 1 

And consider how I slum live, that thou come unto me. 

1 will walk in innocence of heart, 

Even within mine own house; 

I will suffer before mine eyes 
Nought that is vile. 

I hate the work of them that turn aside, 

It shall not cleave to me. 

A froward heart I will remove from me; 

1 will not favour a wicked person. 

Whoso secretly elandereth his friend, 

Forfeiteth my good will; 

Whoso hath a nigh look, and a proud heart, 

Is insupportable to me. 

Mine eye shall be upon the faithful of the land. 

That they may dwell with me- . 

He that walketh in a perfect way, 

He shall serve me; 

_ \ * 

He that worketh deceit 

Shall not dwell within my house. 

The man who tellcth lies < 

■ 

Shall not securely abide in itiy sight. 

Every morning I will drive hence 
.The wicked of the land; 

I will banish from the city of the Lord 

All evildoers. 


, 1 That ia, the my of purification or improvement, whereby «»■> welt to 
obtain the a p p ro ba tion of jGod, and reodves His aid. the holy p—*™* 
every man may and ougfcf to reflect on his moral conduct, and study bow to 
become perfect on earth. Par this purpose we require net a crows, nor aay 
external mark of rank or dignity; but solely m firm resolution and p er se vera nce 
in carrying H out. The means for arriving st these virtues are within the reach 
of every man; they are, rdigioa and reason. 


PSALM CUI. 

HYMN or PRAISE TO THE LORD, THE ALL-MERCIFUL AND 


Let m 
And 



COMPASSIONATE. 

bless the Lord, 
that is within me, lus holy w»n«. 


Bless the Lord, 0 my 
And forget not all lus benefits. 

He forgiveth. all thine iniquities, 

And healeth all thy diseases. 

He redeemed! thy life from destruction, 

He crowneth thee with love and compassion. 

He adometh thy soul with immortality, 

So that thy youth is renewed like the eagle’s. 
The Lord exeoutetli righteousness, 

And justice for all that are oppressed. 

He made known his ways unto Moses, 

His acts unto the children of Israel. 

The Lord is merciful and gracious; 

Slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy. 

He will not always chide, 

Neither will he keep his anger for ever. 

He dealeth not with us according^to our sins. 
Nor rewardeth us according to our iniquities. 
For as the heaven is high above the earth, 

So great is his mercy toward them that fear him 
As mr as the east is from the west, 

So firr doth he remove our transgressions from u 
Like as a father hath pity on his children} 

So the Lord pitieth them that fear him: 


he knoweth our frame, 

remembered* that we are hut 


The life of man is 1 
He flourisheth liko 


grass 

flow< 


the 


For let but a breath of air pass over it, and it u 
And the place thereof shall know it no more. 

But the mercy of the Lord is everlasting 

those that fear him; his righteousnera unto oliildren 


To such as keep his covenant, 

And remember his commandments to do them 
The Lord hath established his throne in the hi 
And his dominion extended! over all. 

Bless the Lord, ye his angels, 


[children 
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Ye mighty powers, that obey him ; 

Bless the Lord, ye his hosts, ^ 

Ye miniature of his that do his pleasure; 

Bless the Loud, all his works,_ 

In all the places of his dominion, 

Bless the Lord, 0 my souL 


PSALM CXXXIX 

THE OMNISCIENCE AND OMNIPRESENCE OF GOD. 

0 Lord, thou eearchest, and hast known me well; 
My every thought and motion thcru const tell 
Ami; thou giixrst my path; by thee alone 


Behind, before, thine hand is on me still. 
In all, I bow to thine omniscient will. 
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, 
Its lofty height I cannot live and see. 

0, whither from thy spirit shall I fly ? 
Where no to hide from thine afl-seemcr e 1 




0, whither from thy spirit H 

Where go to hide from thine all-seeing eye ? 

Do I ascend to heaven ? thou art there, 

I see thee, do I plunge in depths my lair, 

If like die dawn I fly o'er ocean's wave, 

Thine hand shall lead me, and thy right hand have 
If I do veil me 'neath the shades of night. 

To thee its darkness is illumined bright: 

For darkness hides not from thy piercing eye, 


To thee both day and night shine brilliantly. 
Thou framedst my body fit to tread the earth, 
Thou covcrcdst me long while before my birth. 
0 Lord, I thank thee from my inmost heart, 


shine brilliantly. 


to tread the earth, 


oat heart. 


U LfOra, x tnanK tnee from my inmost Heart, 

That I am wondrous, made in every part. 

Thy works, all-mighty, well my soul hath known, 

My inmost bones, era bom, to thee were shown. 
When I in secret lay, scarce in the germ. 




Thine eyes 


in the germ. 


on me, and thou fix’det the term 


That I should live: ere I beheld a day, 


Beneath thy i 
Of thee, are t 


fife's utmost limit lay. 
fits invaluable to me, 


Their number, how * 


, infinitely 


AEI3BB SLAYING GOLIATH. 
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Move than the eea-ahare sand. I count in vain, 
I finish, stall vast multitudes remain. 


When I the wickcdcurse, “ May God destroy,*’ 
Reject the blood-stained, who thy name employ, 
Who perpetrate dark deeds, and falsely swear: 

1 only hate those who oppose thee dare. 

I hate, 0 Lord, those who against thee rise. 
Unboundedly, to me they’re enemies. 

Search me; my disposition penetrate; 

Examine well the thoughts that actuate; 

See if a way of woes within me bide, 1 
And to eternal bibs my pathway guide. 


PSALM CLI.“ 

PSALM OP DAVID, AFTER BEING ENGAGED IN A COMBAT WITH 

GOLIATH THE PHILISTINE, AND HAVING SLAIN HIM. 

I was the youngest among my brethren, 

A lad in my father’s house, and keeper of his floek. 

My hands were skilled on the harp, 

And my fingers in playing. _ 

Who informed my lora of this ? 

The Lord my God, who answereth those who call upon 
He sent his angel, [him. 

And took me from behind my father’s flock, 

And anointed me with his anointing oil. 

My brothers, though men of goodly appearance, and 
Yet tho Lord. deUghteth not m them. [strong. 

So 1 went forth to meet the heathen. 

And he insulted me with his false gods. 

Three stones I hurled at his forehead, 

And assisted by the strength of God, I laid him low. 

And 1 out off his head, 

And thus removed the reproach from Israel. 

■ 

1 That ia, an inclination to evil, tho consequences of which are woe and ruin; 
hence tho prayer, “ And to eternal bliss (to virtue) my pathway guide." 

* This Psalm being comparatively unknown, I have thought proper here to 
introduce it It has been transmitted to us from undent times, in the Greek, 
Syrian, Arabian, and Ethiopian languages, which four venaona are to be found 
ia the Polyglot, at the end of the book of Psalms. Solomon Plessner r from 
whose Hebrew version of the Apocrypha 1 base translated the above Psalm, 
idgn various reasons far its non-existence in the Hebrew, or original coUectloQ 
of the Psalms of David. (IVasrisfort note.') 


THE PROVERBS OF SOLOMON. 

nbV &?? 


L MAN’S RELATION TO GOD. 

The fear of die Lord is die beginning of knowledge; per* 

verted minds despise wisdom and instruction. 

The fear of die Lord is the source of life; it teacheth us how 
to escape the snares of destruction. 

The fear of tho I<ord is induced by instruction in wisdom; 
modesty is followed by honour. 

Trust in the Lord with all thy heart, and never lean on 
thane own understanding. - 

In all thy doings regard him, and he shall direct thy paths. 

My son, despise not the nharfamng of the Lord; neither 
murmur at his correction: for whom the Lord loveth, he 
chastiscth, even as a father eorrecteth the son in whom he de- 
lightcth. A man’s heart deviseth his way: but the Lord 
directeth his steps. Every step of man is ordained by the 
Lord; how can a man then understand his own way ? 

There are many devices in a man’s heart; nevertheless, the 
counsel of the Lord alone dull stand. 

' He that turneth away his ear from hearing instruction, even 
his prayer shall be abomination. 

Better is a little with righteousness, than great revenues 
with injustice. 

Let not thy heart envy the happiness of sinners, but let it 
ever delight m the fear of the Lord. 

For surely there is a future, and thy hope shall not be cut off 

The Lord is far from the wicked; out he heareth the prayer 
of the righteous. 


JL UAH IN HIS RELATION TO HIMSELF. 

Let not mercy and truth forsake thee, so Bhalt thou find 
favour and good understanding in fho eight of God and "»«. 

Put away from thee a firoward mouth (i. e. give no «ymn«n 
to calumny), and perverse Ups (every species of blasphemy) 
remove from thee. 

AH the ways of man seem to him free from fault; but the 
Lord weigheth the intention. 

Guard thy heart with all vigilance, 1 for it is the source of 
life. 

In all labour there is profit; but the talk of the lips tendeth 
only to penury. 

Self-knowledge marketh the wisdom of the wise, as self- 
delusion showetn the foolishness of the fool. 

The wise man mistrusteth himself, and csc&peth evil; the 
fool bdievcih himself safe, and is misled. 

Many a one imagineth he is in the right way; but in the 
end it leadeth to nun. 

Boast not thyself of'to-morrow, for thou knowest not what 
may happen to-day. 

Who can confidently say, 1 have purified my heart, 1 am 
free from faults ? 

A good name is better than riches) to be beloved, is better 
than to possess gold and silver. 

The Up of truth shall be established for ever; but a lying 
tongue is but for a moment. 

Let others praise thee, and not thine own mouth; a stranger, 
and not thine own lips. 

Ever love sociability, and thou ahalt have friends in ad¬ 
versity. 

Appear but rarely in thy neighbour's bouse, Lest he become 
wc&iy of thee, and so hate thee. 

Tne stripes of a friend are pledges of friendship; but an 
cnemy’B kisses are empty smoke. 

Pride humbleth man; but the modest obtaineth honour. 

rho talketh much, cannot avoid sin; but. he that re- 
fraineth his lips, is wise. 


1 That fa, tike cue to coMmtecnd purify thy heart, rince all aetf-fanprovemait, 
and all contentment, depend upon it 
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Death, and life arc in the power of the tongue. 

He who guardeth his mouth .and Ida tongue, guarded 
against the troubles of his soul. 

A soft answer appeaseth anger; but grievous words inflame it 

counsel, and receive instruction, that thou mayest be 
wise and happy in thy latter end. 

Whoso despiseth a thing, shall one day want it; but he that 
feareth die commandment, shall be rewarded for it. 

The beginning of strife is as when one lettcth out water: 
therefore, hurry away before die flood breaketh forth. 

Better is a dry monel, and quietness therewith, than feasts 
in a house fell of strife. 

Better is a dish of herbs, where love is (in harmony), than 
a stalled ox, and hatred therewith (or in discord). 

Better is open reproof than an over delicate love. 


in. DUTIES TOWABDS PARENTS. 

My son, hear the instruction of thy fedier, and neglect not the 
precept of thy mother. They are a graceful diadem unto thy 
head, and a beautiful ornament about thy neck. 

Hearken unto thy father that begat thee, and despise not 
thy mother in her old age. 

Oh, how doth the lather of the righteous rejoice, and how 
glad is he that hath begotten a wise child. 

Act so, that thy fewer and thy mother shall be glad, and 
that she who bare thee shall rqoicc. 

He who despiseth his father or his mother, his light shall be 
extinguished in profound darkness. 

" Whoso xobbctn his fether or his mother, and saith, It is no 
transgression, shall ultimately become the companion of a 
highway robber. 

The eye that mocketh at his father, and disdaineth to obey 
bis mother, the ravens of the valley Adi pick it out, and the 
young eagles shall cat it. 

The fool despiseth the instruction of the father, the wise son 
seeketh his admonition. 

A wiao son is the joy of his father; a foolish one, the sorrow 
of his mother. 


IV, DUTIES TOWARDS OUR FELLOW HEN. 


Ip thine enemy be hungry, give him bread to eat; and if he 
be thirsty, give him water to drink; and though thou ahnlt. 
thereby neap coals of fire upon his head, yet the Lord J»«ll 
reward thy deed. 

He that bestoweth charity on the poor, lendeth to the Lord, 

and he «hnTl reward him for it. 

The liberal band is blessed, for it shaieth its bread with the 


poor. 

Whoso stoppeth his earn at the cry of the poor, he also shall 
one day cry himself, bat shall not be heard. 

Whoso giveth to the poor shall never want; but he who 
avericth his eye (from wretchedness) shall have many a curse. 

A righteous man regard eth the life of his beast; bat the 
tender menses of the wicked are cruel. 


Accuse not a servant unto his master, lest he affront 
which would then, be thine own fault. 



other 


the power to bestow it. 

Say not unto thy neighbour, “ Go to-day, and to-morrow 
come again, and I will give,” when thou canst do it to-day. 

Devise not evil against thy neighbour, seeing he dwelleth 
peaceably by thee. 

Strive not with a man without cause, if he have done thee 
no harm. 

Sav not thou, I will recompense evil * but trust in the Lord, 


and 



dull save thee. 


Thine own friend, and thy father's friend, forsake not, ai 
thou shalt have no need to have recourse to thv brother in t 
day of calamity; the neighbour that is near is better than 
brother far oflT 


A benevolent heart thriveth, for it rejotceth in the joy of 
others. 

A sound heart is the life of the flesh ; but envy the rotten¬ 
ness of the bones. 




V. THE HAPPY CONSEQUENCES OF DILIGENCE, AND THE 

DISASTROUS CONSEQUENCES OF IDLENESS. 


Go to the ant, thou sluggard, consider her ways and become 
wise. Behold, she hath no lord, overseer, or ruler; yet she 
provideth her meat in the summer, and gatheretli her food in 
the autumn. 

How long wilt thou sleep, 0 sluggard ? When wilt thou 
arise from thy deep ? 

The prudent man g&thereth in summer, hut the slothful 
deepeth in harvest 

The hand of the diligent shall bear rule, but the slothful 
shall be subservient. 


The way of the slothful is as a hedge of thorns, bat the way 
of the active is made plain. 

He who is slothful m his work is brother to the waster. 

The sluggard will not plough by reason of the cold; in 
harvest he seeketh, but there is nothing. 

The desire of the slothful bilferii him ; far his bands refuse to 


labour. 

The slothful man saith, There is a leopard in the road, a 
lion is in the streets. 

I once went by the field of the slothful, and by the vineyard 
of the man void of understanding, and, lo, it was all grown 
over with thorns, and nettles had covered the face thereof, and 
the stone wall thereof was broken down. 

I saw it, and considered it well. I looked upon it, and took 
to myself this lesson: 

But a little more sleep, a tittle dumber, a tittle rest with 
■folded hands; and poverty shall surprise thee tike a sudden 

comer, and want like an armed man. 

As the door tumeth upon its hinges, so doth the slothful 
upon his bed. 

The slothful hideth his hand in his bosom; be is too in¬ 
dolent to bring it again to his mouth. 


VI. CENSURE OF THE IMMODEST, AND PRAISE OF THE 

VIRTUOUS WOMAN. 

As a iewd of gold in a swine's snout, so fairness becometh an 

immodest woman. 


HAPPY CONSEQUENCES OF DILIGENCE, ETC. 
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A quarrelsome woman resembleth a constantly dropping 


gutter 


It is better to dwell in the wilderness, than with a con¬ 


tentious and angry woman. 

House and aches axe inherited from parents; but a prudent 
(i. a. virtuous) wife is a gift from the Lord. 


A virtuous wife upho 


miti 

laeth 


the honour of the house. 


A virtuous woman is a crown to her husband; but a waste* 
ful one is ss rottenness in his bones. The prudence of women 
buildeth up the house; 1 but the careless pulleth it down with 
her hands. 

0, how happy is he that hath found a virtuous woman! 


r price is i 

The heart 


sappy 
far abo 


0, bow happy is he that hath found a virtuous woman 1 
her price is far above rubies. 

The heart of the husband doth mfely trust in her, and gain 
never faileth him. 

She doth him good, and not evil, all the days of her life. 

She seeketh wool and flax, and worketh with a willing hand. 
She riseth, while it is yet night, and giveth meat to her house¬ 
hold, and work to the maidens. She layeth her fingers to the 
spindle, and her hands hold the distant She stretcheth out 
her hand to the poor; yea, she reacHeth forth her hand to the 
needy. Virtue and dignity are her clothing, and thus she 
cheerfully looketh. forward to the future. She openeth her 

.1 ^ n 1 * .11 . .t 


She layeth her fingers to the 
i distaff She stretch eth out 


mouth with wisdom, and on her tongue is gen 
She looketh well to the ways of her household, 
eat the bread of idleness. Her children thrive 


ntle instruction. 


that none may 


eat the bread of idleness. Her children thrive and prize her 
highly: her husband praiseth her aloud, saying, “Many 
daughters have done virtuously, but thou excellest them att/’ 
Gracefulness is deceitful, and beauty is transient; but a woman 
that feareth. the Lord, she shall ever be praised. Give her of 
the fruit of her hands, and let her own works praise her in the 
gates. 


1 'Rut ia, a prudent, industrious woman preserveth the house, and uptuddoth 
its while reddeamess and negligence are subversive of all order and 

prosperity. 


ECCLESIASTES, OK THE PKEACHER. 

Vanity of vanities, Baith the preacher, all is vanity. I* the , 
preacher, was king over Israel m Jerusalem. And I applied 
myself to seek and search out, by wisdom, concerning all 
things that arc done under heaven. Unhappy desire, which God 

implanted in to occupy hi™an3f therewith. 1 have con* 
sidered all the works that are done under the sun, and, behold, 
all is vanity and mere imagination. This much I perceived, 
that wisdom excolleth folly as far as light exeeUeth darkness. 
The wise useth his mind’s eyes, but the fool walketh in 

darkness. 

Be careful when thou interest the house of God, To ap¬ 
proach, for the purpose of hearing attentively, is better than 
when ignorant fools offer sacrifice; for they consider not that 
they do evil, 

nc not rash with thy mouth, and pour not out thy heart in 
vain words before God; for God is in heaven, and thou upon 
earth; therefore, let thy prayers be few. As a dream consists 
of incoherent imaginations, even so the prayer of fools of 
unconnected words. 

If thou hast vowed a vow unto God, defer not to perform it; 
for he hath no pleasure in fools: perform that which thou hast 
vowed. Better is it that thou anouldst not vow at all, than 

I * 

that thou shouldst vow and uot perform. Suffer not thine own 
mouth to cause thy flesh to am; say not afterwards to the 
messenger (i. c. to the evil that befaUcth thee), I have erred, 
wherefore should God be angry at thy talk, and destroy the 
work of thy hands ? 

In all thy reveries and words offend not against the reveren¬ 
tial feu: thou owest God. 

The deep of a labouring man is sweet, whether he eat little 
or much; but the abundance of the rich will not suffer him 
to sleep. 

There is an evil which I have seen und er the sun, and it is 
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common, among men. A nu to whom God hath given 
riches, wealth, and honour, so that he wnnteth nothing of all 
that he desireth, yet God giveth him not power to enjoy it, 
hut a stranger ooneumeth it. This ie vanity, and an evil dis¬ 
ease. Let such a man beget a hundred children, let him live 
many yean, and let him possess abundance all the days of his 
life, but if his soul do not enjoy the good, then, verily, an 
untimely birth, ie better than he: for it originateth in vanity, 
and denarteth in darkness; let its name be covered with dark¬ 
ness. True, it hath not seen the sun, but neither had it any 
knowledge of it: its happiness is therefore greater than that of 
the miser; and though he live a thousand years twice told, yet 

hath he not enjoyed the good; and, lastly, do not all go to one, 
place? 

It is better to go to the house of mourning, than to go to 
the house of revelry; for there wc sec the end of men, and the 
living are moved to reflection. 

Sorrow is often better than laughter • for even with a sod 
countenance the mind may be tranquil. 

The heart of the wjse loveth to be in the house of mourning, 
but the heart of fools delighteth only m the house of mirth. 

It is better to hear the rebuke or the wise, than to lieten to 
the song (the flattery]) of fools. 

The .end of a thing often is better than the beginning 
thereof; patient perseverance better than proudness of spirit. 
Be therefore not hasty in thy spirit to be angry; for anger 
resteth only in the bosom of fools. Say not thou, Alas, what 
hath happened to me, the days of former times were better. 
Wisdom certainly did not dictate thi« complaint to you. I 
counsel thee to keep the king’s commandment, and that con¬ 
cerning which thon nast sworn by the Lord. 

(Thongh the anger of thy ruler be upon thee), be not hasty 
in going out of his eight (forsake not thy post); for whatsoever 

plcascth him he doth. 

Because sentence against an evil work is not executed 
speeditv, therefore the heart of man often presumeth to do 
evil. JSowever, though a sinner do evil a hundred times, and 
indulgence be shown him, yet, surely I know that it shall be 
well with them only that fear the Lord, because they fear him. 
But happiness bdongeth not to the wicked; in him it shall 
resemble the shadow, which quickly passe th, because he (the 
wicked) feareth not God. 


Qfta 
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THE SOHO OF SOLOXOH. 


Cast thy bread upon the 'waters, for thou ahalt find H after 
many days. 1 Rejoice, 0 young man, in thy youth, and let 
thy heart be cheerful in tne days of thy youth; ‘walk in the 
ways when inclination and the sight of mine eyes lead thee, 
but know thou, that God will call thee to account for all these 
things. Remove every grief from thy heart, and all anger 
from thy breast; for childhood and the morning dawn are 
equally transient. But even in the days of thy youth remem¬ 
ber thy Creator, while the evil days come not, nor the years 
draw nigh, when thou shaft say, I have no pleasure in them. 9 

The dust shall at last return to the eartn as it was, and the 
spirit shall return unto God who gave it. 

The conclusion, in which every thing is contained, is, Fear 
God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty 
of man. 

For God shall judge every action according to the latent 
design, whether it be good or whether it be evil 


THE SONG OF SOLOMON. 


This book, like the preceding, is the production, by divine 
inspiration, of king Solomon. It is also called the Inraise, or 
Song of Love, because, that sacred emotion of the mind, love, 
is the subject of which it treats. 

_ 1 Thai ta, give charity and he obliging, without hoping for a retain, and in 
time yon may be amply repaid for it 
* Namely, dm days of old age and repentance. 


CHRONICLES. 

D'p*n ny» 

* ^ # * 


j 


They consist of two books. Th© first contains a genealogical 
account of David from Adam downwards, and a portion of the 
history of David and of Solomon. The second contains the 
history of Solomon and of the kings of Judah (as related in 
the book of Kings), down to the Babylonian captivity, and 
the termination thereof', by the edict of Cyrus, the king of 
Persia. According to the opinion of most asholars and com¬ 
mentators, Ezra was the author of these Chronicles. 


THE BOOK OF JOB. 

3i*¥ 

* 

L JOB'S RICHES AND FIRST CALAMITIES. 

a 

vumnn towards qod, and avm designation to tus dispensation. 


There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job. 
This man was perfect and upright, and one that feared God 
and eschewed evil. And there were bom unto him seven BQns 
and three daughters. His substance also was seven thousand 
sheep, three thousand camels, five hundred yoke of oxen, five 
hundred she-asses, and extensive husbandry; so that this man 
was the richest of all the men of the east. Whenever his sons 
had been feasting together, Job sent to them, and bad them 
admonished to be holy; and rose up early in the morning, and 
offered bumt-efierinffs, for he said, It may be that my sons 
have shined, and offended against God in their hearts. Thus 
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did Job at all times. One day, as the sons of God came to 
present themselves before the Lord, and Satan also being 
amongBt them, the Lord said onto Satan, Whence coroest thou? 
Then Satan answered the Lord, and said, From the earth, 
which I have traversed. And the Lord said unto Satan, Hast 
thou considered my servant Job, that there is none like him 
in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that .feareth 
God and csoiicweth evil ? Then Satan answered the Lord, and 
said, Doth Job fear God for nought ? Hast thou not protected 
him, and all that belongeth to him ? thou hast blessed tbe work 
of Ins hands, and his substance is increased in the land. But 
put forth thy hand, and touch all that he hath, and he will 
blaspheme thee to thy face. And the Lord said unto Satan, 
Behold, all that he hath is in thy power, only upon himscll 


thy hand 

of die 


So Satan went forth from the presence 


And there was a day when his sons and daughters 
were eating and drinking in their eldest brother's house: and 
there came a messenger unto Job, and said, The oxen were 
plowing, and the asses feeding beside them ; and the Sabcans 
fell upon them, and took them away, yea, they have slain the 
herdsmen with the edge of the sword, and I only am escaped 
alone to tell thcc. While he whs yet speaking, there came also 
another messenger, and said, A fire of God is suddenly fallen 

heaven, and hath consumed the sheep and the shepherds 


and I only am escaped alone 


While he was yet 


ing, there came also another, and said, The Chaldeans 
divided into threo bands, fell upon tho camels, and have earned 
them away, yea, and have slain the keepers with tho edge of the 
sword, and 1 only am escaped alone to tell thee. While he 
was yet speaking, there came also another, and said, Thy eons 
and thy daughters were feasting in their eldest brother's house, 
and behold, there came a great wind from the wilderness, and 
shook the four comers of the house, so that it fell upon the 
young men and killed them, and I only am escaped alone to 
tdi thee. Then Job arose, and rent his mantle, and tore his 
hair from his head, and fell down upon the ground and wor¬ 
shipped. And said. Naked was I born, and naked shall I return 
to the earth; the Lord gave, and thoLord hath taken away; 
blessed, be the name of the Lord. In all 


this Job sinned 


uttered an odensive word against God 


1L JOB’S BODILY PAIN AND PIOUS SUFFERING. 


One day, •when the sons of God 
selves before the Lord, and Satan 



came to present them- 
also came among them, 
the Lord said unto Satan, Whence comest thou? He answered, 
From the earth, which I have traversed. And the Lord «id 
unto Satan, Hast thon considered my servant Job, that there 

man, 

he still 


roright 
that h 



mys 

is none like him in the earth, a perfect and an u 
one that feazeth God and eschew eth evil, and 
holdeth fast his integrity? And thou wouldst move me 
him, to destroy him without cause. And Satan ana 
Lord, and said, Skin for akin, yea, all that a man hath will he 

g ive for his life. But put forth thy hand now, and touch his 
one and his flesh, and sec if he will not then blaspheme thee 
to thy face. And the Lord said unto Satan, Behold, he is in 
thy hand, but spare his life. So Satan went forth from the 


presence of the Lord, and smote Job with Bore boils, from the 
sole of his foot unto his crown. Job eat down ammig the ashes, 
and took a potsherd to- scrape hfnmpJf withal. And his wife 
said unto him, Dost thou still retain thine integrity? Dost thou 
thank God even dying ? But he said unto her, thou speakest 
as one of the impious women. What, shall we receive good at 
the hand of Goa, and shall wc not receive evil ? Thus, in all 
this did not Job sin with his lips. 

flow when Job’s three friends, Eliphaz the Temanite, Bildad 
the Shuhite, and Zophar the Kaamatl tute, heard of all this evil 
that was come upon Job, they came to see him, to condole 
with him and to comfort him. And when they beheld him at 
a distance, they scarcely recognized him. And they lifted up 
their voice and wept, and they rent every one his mantle, ana 

s towards heaven. 1 So they sat 


meir voice ana wept, ana tney r 
sprinkled dust upon their heads t 
down with him upon the ground 


without sc 




was very great. 


L seven days and seven nights, 
g a word unto him: for they saw that his grief 


ID. JOB'S IMPATIENCE AND LAMENTATION. 

After *hi« opened Job his mouth, and cursed the day of his 
birth. And thus epoke Job, 


1 According to the custom of deep mourners. 
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Perish the day wherein I was boro, 

And the night in which it was said, 

There is a roan-child conceived. 

Let that day be darkness, 

Let not Goa regard it from above, 

Neither let a ray of the sun fall upon it. 

Let darkness and the shadow of death stain it. 

Let a cloud envelop it, 

Let the blackness of the day terrify it 
As for that night, let darkness seize upon it, 

Let it not be joined unto the days of the year, 

Let it not come into the number of the months. 
Lo, let that night be solitary, 

Let no joyful voice be heard therein. 

Let them curso it that curse the day, 

Who are skilled in raising the leviathan. 

Let the stars of the twilight thereof be dark, 

Let it hope in vain far the young day, 

Nor let it see the dawning thereof. 

Because it shut not up my mother's lap. 

Nor hid such woe from mine eyes. 

Alas, why died 1 not in my mother’s lap ? 

Why did T not expire when 1 was bom ? 

Why did knees receive me, 

Or why the breasts that 1 should suck ? 

For now should I have lain still, and been at rest, 
And slept an undisturbed Bleep, 

With kings and counsellors of the earth, 

Who built desolate places for themselves; 

Or with princes, who arc rich in gold, 

Who filled their houses with silver. 

Or as a hidden untimely birth, 

I had not been, 

As infants who never saw light 
There the wicked cease from trembling, 

And there the weary are at rest. 

Those who were hound here rest there, 

And hear no more the voice of the oppressor. 
There the humble is equal to the high, 

And the slave is free from his master. 

Wherefore is light given to him that is in misery, 
And life unto those that are bitter in soul ? 


JOB CONTINUES TO LAMENT, ETC. 
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Who long in vain for dentil. 

And would fain dig it out of ihe depth 7 

Who rejoice in sepulchres, 

And are glad at the sight of a grave 7 
Why is life given to him who seeth no outlet, 

Ana whom God hath hedged in ? 

Before I eat oometh sighing, 

And my lamentations are poured out like streams of water. 
For the thing which I greatly feared is come upon me. 

And that which I was afraid of is como upon me. 

1 have neither safety, nor rest, nor quiet, 

Nought hut trouble is my lot. 

IV. JOB CONTINUES TO LAMENT THE VANITY OY HUMAN LIFE 

AND ITS WOES. 

Truly, a host of sufferings is man’s on earth. 

And his days are like the days of a hireling. 

As a slave longeth for the shadow, 

And as a hireling looketh for his reward, 

So am 1 made to possess evil months, 

And wearisome nights are appointed to me. 

When 1 lie down, I say, 

When shall 1 arise, 

And the night be gone 7 

1 am full of anxious dreams 
Unto the dawning of the day. 

My flesh is clothed with worms and clods of dust, 

My ririn is hurst with boils. 

My days are swifter than a weaver’s shuttle, 

And are spent in vain hope. 

0 remember that my life is a breath: 

Mine eye shall never again seo happiness on earth. 

No eye shall then sec me any more; 

Even thy looks find me no more. 

As the cloud disappearsth and vanisheth, 

So man descendeth. into the grave, 

And rcturneth thence no more; 

He shall no more come up, 

No more return to his house, 

Neither aWI his dwelling-place see him any more. 
Therefore, 1 will not refrain my mouth, 

I will freely speak in the anguish of my spirit, 
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And freely complain of my hitter woes. 

Am I a sea, or a furious monster, 

That thou settest a watch round about me ? 

'When I say my bed shall comfort me. 

My couch shall case my complaint, 

Then thou ecarcst me with dreams, 

And terrifiest me through visions, 

So that I would fain deprive myself of life. 

And wish for death for these bones. 

Yet that I disdain; 

I know I shall not live for ever. 

But, therefore, desist from me. 

For, lo, my days are vanity. 

What is man, that thou sihouldst deem him great, 

And that thou shouldst oven notice him ? 

That thou shouldst visit him every morning, 

And try him every moment ? 

How long wilt thou not depart from me, 

Nor let me alone till I swallow down my spitde ? 

If I have sinned, what have I thereby done unto thee ? 

O thou preserver of men, why hast thou set me as a marie 
So that I am a burden to myself? [against thee, 

And why dost thou not pardon my transgression, 

And take away mine iniquity ? 

For soon shall I sleep in the dust: 

Thou shalt then seek me, but thou shalt find me no more. 

V. JOB’S FRIENDS OPPOSE HIS ARGUMENTS. AND HE REPEAT. 
EDLY ANSWERS THEM. AT LENGTH GOD HIMSELF SPEAKS TO 
HIM, AND HE ANSWERS HIM. 

The dispensations of die Lord ir inscrutable to mortal eye; it behoves not man 
to attempt to judge of them according to his aelflsb notions, or even to find 
fault aid them; every thing is Uw and of his wisdom, all is snbonBnate to 
a benefic en t and wise end. 

And the three friends of Job answered him, each according to 
his own manner and understanding, endeavouring to refute his 
arguments, and to comfort him in his sufferings. But Job 
replied to them in a manner that they could not controvert him. 
A certain Elihu also joined them, attempting to contradict 
Job, and to bring him over to his opinion. At length, the 
Lord himself spoke to Job out of a whirlwind, and nid, 




job's arguments opposed, etc. 

Who isthis that thus traduoeth my counsel. 

By voids without knowledge ? 

Gird up now thy loins like a man, 

For I will demand of thee, and answer thou me, 

Where WHst thou when I laid the foundations of the earth ? 
Declare, if thou art so full of unders tan ding. 

Who hath laid the measures thereof, if thou knowest ? 

Or who hath stretched the lino upon it? 

Whereupon rest its pillars ? 

Or who laid the corner-stone thereof? 

When the morning-stars sang together. 

And all the sons of God shouted lor joy, 

Who hemmed in the sea, 

When it broke forth out of the depth ? 

1 wrapt it in clouds, 

And enveloped it with a thick mist. 

I imposed laws on it, 

And set bars and doors to it, saying. 

Hitherto shalt thou come, but no further. 

And here shall thy proud waves he stayed. 

Hast thou ever commanded the morning. 

And assigned a place to the morning-star, 

That it might shed its rays upon the borders of the earth. 
That the wicked might be shaken out of it ? [seal, 1 

The form of things is changed, as if by the impression of a 
And suddenly they appear, as if newly adorned 
But from the wicked their light is withholden, 

And their proud arm shall be broken. 

Hast thou dived into the sea ? 

Or hast thou searched its depth ? 

Have the gates of death ever been opened unto thee, 

The gates where corruption abideth ? 

Hast thou perceived the circumference of the earth ? 

Declare if thou knowest it all. 

Where is the way where light dwellcth ? 

And as for darkness, where is its place, 

That thou shouldst reach the bounds thereof, 

And find the path to its dwelling ? 

Knowest thou it, because thou wast then bom, 

Or because the number of thy days is great ? 


1 At daybreak; aad to Aa, too, the raceeeding vene alludes. 
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Hast thou entered into the treasures of the snow ? * 

Or hast thou seen the treasures of the hail, 

Which I have reserved against the time of trouble, 

Against the day of battle and war ? 

By what way is the light parted ? 

trow is the east wind earned over the earth ? 

Who eutteth out channels for tho overflowing of waters ? 
Or who trace th. a path for the lightning ? 

To cause it to nun on uninhabited land, 

On the wilderness, where there is no man ? 

To water the desolate ground, 

And to cause the hud of the tender herb to spring forth ? 

Hath the rain a father; 

Or who hath begotten die drops of the dew ? 

Out of whose womb came the ice ? 

And the hoary frost of heaven, who hath engendered it ? 
The waters are hid as with a stone, 

And the face of the deep is frozen. 

Const thou bind the brilliant Pleiades, 

Or loose the bands of Orion ? 

Canst thou guide the planets in their orbs, 

And In their seasons ? 

Or canst thou point out the way to Aroturua, with his sons 
Knoweat thou the laws of heaven ? 

Canst thou set the dominion thereof on the earth ? 

Canst thou bid the clouds that it cover thee with water ? 
Canst thou send forth lightnings, 

That they may go and say unto thee, Here we are ? 

Who hath put wisdom into the heart of man; 

Or who hath given understanding to his mind ? 

Whose wisdom hath ever numbered the clouds; 

Or who can make them descend in gentle showers, 

That the dust grow hard, 

And the clods cleave last together ? 

Wilt thou hunt the prey lor the lioness; 

Or satisfy her cube. 

When they couch in their dens, 

And lurk in the covert for their prey ? 

Who provideth food flu the raven, 

When his young ones cry unto God, and wander for 
lade of meat ? 


VI. JOB ACKNOWLEDGES, WITH HUMILITY, THE WISDOM AND 
OMNIPOTENCE OF GOD; THE COUNSEL OF THE LORD IS IN¬ 
SCRUTABLE; MAN'S INSIGNIFICANCE AND LIMITED JUDG- 

p 

MENT. BENEFICENT COMPENSATION FOB JOB'S SUFFERINGS, 
AND HIS nAPPY END. 

Then Job answered the Lord and said, 

■ 

Indeed, I now know that thou const do every thing, 

And that no thought can be withholden from thee. 

Who is he that dareth to censure thy counsel. 

Without knowledge ? 

Therefore have I uttered what I understood not; 

Things too wonderful for me, which 1 knew not. 

Hear, I beseech thee, and I will speak; 

1 will demand of thee, and inform thou me. 

Formerly I only heard of thee by the ear; 

But now that mine eye eeeth thee, 

I abhor myself and repent in dust and ashes. 

And it was so, that after the Lord had spoken these words 
unto Job, the Lord said to Eliphaz the Tcmanitc, My wrath 
is kindled against thee, and against thy two friends; for ye 
have not judged of me righuy, as my servant Job hath. 
Therefore, take unto you now seven bullocks and seven rams, 
and go to my servant Job, and offer up for yourselves a burnt- 
offering, and my servant Job shall pray for you, for him will 1 
accept; lest I deal with you after your folly, in that ye have 
not spoken of me the thing which is right, like my servant 
Job. So the three friends went and did as the Lord had com¬ 
manded them. And the Lord accepted Job’s intercession on 
their behalf; therefore, because Job had prayed for his friends, 
the Lord gave Job twice as much as he nad before. Then 
came there unto him all his brethren, and all his sisters, and 
all his former acquaintances, and did cat bread with him in liis 
house; and they comforted him over all the evil that the Lord 
had brought upon him, and every man gave him a piece of 
money, and a golden nose-ring. So the Lord blessed the latter 
end of Job more than his beginning; for he had fourteen 
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thousand sheep, and six thousand camels, and a thousand yoke 
of oxen, and a thousand she-asses. He had also seven sons 
and three daughters. And hi all the land were no women 
found so fair aa the daughters of Job; and their father gave 
them inherits nee among their brethren. After this, lived Job 
a hundred and forty years, and saw his sons, and his sons 1 
sons, even four generations, and died at last, being old and 
full of days. 


APPENDIX. 


These then are, in a condensed abstract, the four and twenty 
books of the covenant of our faith—of the covenant of the 
faith of IsfbcL These four and twenty books are all written 
in the Hebrew language and characters, in the holy language 
of our fathers,' such as it was once spoken and written in the 
land of Israel. They are called holy books, because in them 
pious men, selected by God, have inscribed for the benefit of 
all generations, how the Lord disposed the events of the times, 
ana revealed bis holy will to pious and chosen men, that they 
should make it known to mankind for their instruction and 
guidance; therefore these writings arc also called the word 
of God. According to the customary practice of our sages, 
these books are divided- into three parts, which are severally 
designated 




TIIE FIRST PART, 

rVTin The Law. 

Also called nB?D (the Law of Moses) contains the .Five 
Boohs of Moses. And that the word of God should at all 
times be heard in the congregation, it has ever been the law 
and practice in Israel, to read, every sabbath, in all assemblies 
for divine worship, a portion (called TJ.P or of these five 

books, inscribed for that purpose on a roll of parchment: for 
these books contain the divine testimony of our descent, the 
principles and ordinances of our faith, and those precepts of 
virtue, and justice, according to which man should live, in 
order to attain happiness. For this reason, these five books 
have been divided j nto fifty-four such portions, tiPEHS t accord¬ 
ing to the number of sabbaths in the year; but also on the 
festivals of the Lord, we read in them, in the synagogue, each 
time, a portion suitable for the occasion, and according to law. 
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THE SECOND PART, 

Prophets. 

Contains the books of Joshua, Judges, Samuel, Kings, Isaiah, 
Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and the twelve (minor) prophets, lu the 
time of the second temple, when Israel was subject to the 
Syrian sway, and the tyrannical king Antiochus Epiphanes, 1 
issued a prohibition, that the hooks of Moses should no more 
be read in the congregations of Israel, with a view to confound 
the Jewish religion with the Syrian heathenism, the heads 
of the synagogues ordained also to be read every sibbath, out 
of these eight books of the prophets, a portion, similar in its 
contents to the Sedrah for the sabbath, in order that the holy 
precepts of the law should ever be preserved in vivid recollec¬ 
tion within the minds of all Israelites.* This portion out oi 
the prophets is called HTppn, which means, acquitting of any 
duty, because thereby they acquitted themselves, otr discharged 
their duty, to read in the law of Moses. Since the cessation of 
the said tyrannical prohibition, the portions selected from the 
prophets, for nVip^n, have, on acaoimt of their instructive 
and edifying contents, continued to this day to be recited on 
sabbaths and festivals. 


THE THIRD PART, (HOLY) WRITINGS, 

HAGIO GRAPH A, 

Contains the following eleven books, Ruth, the Song ui 
Solomon, the Preacher, the Lamentations of Jeremiah, Esther, 
the Paalins, die Proverbs of Solomon, Daniel, Ezra and Neho 
miab, Job, and the Chronicles. Of these we read, as portion* 
of divine service, the Song of Solomon, on Passover; Ruth, on 
the feast of weeks; the Lamentations of Jeremiah, on the fast. 


1 See below the books of the Maccabees. 

* According to the consolatory prediction of the prophet Isaiah (Kx. 21 ; . 
“ As for me, behold, this is my corenant with them, saHli the Lord, my spirit 
which is upon thee, and my words which I have pat in thy mouth, skaU net** 
depart out qf thy omi/A, nor out of the mouth qf thy cAiAfrm, and their lute*' 
uoEtmty: thus saith the Lord, from henceforth and for ever*” 
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in commemoration of the destruction of Jerusalem (ninth of 
Ab); the Preacher, on the festival of tabernacles; ana Esther, 
on Purim. A great part of the Psalms is incorporated with 
oar daily prayers, as also smaller portions of the books of 
Daniel, Ezra, and Chronicles. Many verses from the Proverbs 
of Solomon, Job, as well as from all the books of holy Writ 
generally, occur in out prayers and other religious books. 

Of the Apocryphal books, also, several are mentioned, in onr 
prayers and books treating on our religion. Thus, the Talmud 
quotes several verses from the book ofSiiach; the history con¬ 
tained in the book of Judith is mentioned in a prayer, said on 
the sabbath, before the feast of dedication ; and the books of 
Maccabees relate the full particulars which gave rise to the 
latter festival. 

Thus the whole of the twenty-four sacred books are extant, 
to serve Israel for their constant instruction, for divine worship, 
and for the edification of all readers; they are extant, as a pre¬ 
cious heritage from our forefathers, to the posterity of Abraham, 
and given by God, the kind father of all, to his children, man¬ 
kind, for the salvation of the soul, and for the happiness of 
life; and by virtue of their divine strength, they nave been 
wonderfully preserved, from the highest antiquity, through all 
the storms and vicissitudes of time. And now, my young 
friends, when you shall have read in this book the abridged 
contents of the sacred scriptures, read and study them com¬ 
pletely in the Bible itself, the proper book of* God, in order 
that you may become versed in them, and that they may be 
impressed in your heart and mind to act according to the pre¬ 
cepts contained in them. Then you shall be happy in this 
file, and attain salvation in the life to eomc. 

You must know, however, that there exist, from antiquity, 
several similar writings, as mentioned above, which arc calk'd 

THE APOCRYPHAL ROOKS; 

Test is, uncertain or unknown books, the origin thereof 
being doubtful, and the authors unknown. The original lan¬ 
guage in which they have been handed down to us, is the 
Greek. And although they arc not esteemed as equally holy 
and valuable with the other books of the sacred Scriptures, 
they yet contain much that is useful and instructive. They 
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consist of eight books and six fragments, i. e, such fragments 
as should form parts of other books of holy Writ. 

THE BOOK OF JUDITH. 

■ 

It came to pass in those days, that Kabuchodnozor, king of 

the Assyrians, made war with the king of Media, and defeated 
him. And he formed an alliance with several kings in his 
vicinity, and became very powerful and proud. But there 
were several nations beyond Jordan that refused to enter into 
an alliance with him, and treated his ambassadors with con¬ 
tempt ; for they did not wish to be either his friends or His 
subjects. And thus, too, it was with the people of Israel. 
Nabuohodnozor was greatly exasperated by this, and swore by 
his royal power, that he would surely be avenged upon all 
those nations. And he sent out a mighty army, that devastated 
their cities, and made many of the inhabitants Blavcs. And he 
subdued all the nations till you come to the borders of the two 
seas. Even against those who were peaceably inclined, he 
proceeded in the same manner, and destroyed every tiling. 
None could resist him; for his army was composed of a 
hundred and twenty thousand infantry, and twelve thousand 
archers on horseback, and the chief captain of his army was 
Hohfiemes, a brave and experienced warrior. Now wlien the 
children of Israel heard what Holofemes had done to the 
surrounding nations, and that he was approaching with so 
numerous an army, they were exceedingly afraid of him. And 
they were greatly alarmed about the holy city, lest it should 
be destroyed, and lest the temple of the Lord should be dese¬ 
crated by the idolaters; and they also feared for their wives and 
children, lest they should be carried away into captivity. Then 
they determined to fight against the enemy, with all their 
might and valour. And au die people agreed to resist and 
defend themselves against the Assyrians, their enemies. And 
they prayed to the Lord, the God of their lathers, for his sue* 
cour and help. The priest exhorted the people to repentance 
and prayer; and the nigh priest in Jerusalem encouraged the 
inhabitants, by recalling to tbeir minds, how often the Lord 
had assisted Israel, and delivered them out of the hands of their 
enemies. When Holofernes was told that the children of 
Israel had determined to defend themselves, and that they had 
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prepared for war, he was astonished, and grew very angry. 
And he sent for the chiefs of the neighbouring nation a ? to a»k 
them for information, respecting the people of Israel. Then 
Achior, the captain of the Ammonites, related to him tho his¬ 
tory of the children of Israel; how they had been defeated by 
other nations, whenever they had forsaken their God, and suf¬ 
fered themselves to he seduced to worship another god; hut 
that they had always been victorious, so long as they had not 
been addicted to idolatry, and had adhered to the Lord their 
protector. _ “ Inquire, therefore, my lord and governor,” added 
Achior, 11 if this people have sinned against their God or not; 
for, if they have been faithful to their God, we shall not he 
able to withstand them, and shall be obliged to deport hence 
in disgrace." When the captains and Holofemes heard thin 
speech, they were enraged against Achior, and wished to kill 
him. But Holofernes commanded that the army should forth¬ 
with break up, and march against the fortified town of Bethulia. 
“ And when all shall have been slain,” said he, “ all the 
nations shall know, that Nabuchodnozor alone is lord, of all the 
earth.” As for Achior, he ordered him to he taken to Bethu- 
lia, and to be delivered into the ha nd s of the children of Israel, 
saying, Achior shall perish with those concerning whom he 
hath thus prophesied. So they took Achior and fastened him 
to a tree in the vale near the city; here some of the Israelites 
found him and brought him unto Bethulia. Now, when the 
inhabitants of Bethulia heard the speech of Achior, and beheld 
the numerous army advance, they were greatly alarmed. And 
they proclaimed a general fast, fell down and worshipped God, 
and wept. At the Bame time, they did not neglect to defend 
themselves, as well as they could, against the besiegers. When, 
however, the supply of water was cut off, they were reduced 
to such great distress, that they were about to surrender the 

city. Then Ozias, the high priest, remonstrated with them, 
and advised them to wait at least yet five days; and if, within 
that space, no help should come, he would comply with their 
wishes, and surrender the city. . _ * 

At that time, there lived in Bethulia, a widow of the name 
of Judith. She was rich, of a goodly countenance, and beauti¬ 
ful figure: hut she always remained with her maid, in the 
upper story of her house, for she feared God greatly, and was 
very chaste; so that she enjoyed a universal reputation for piety, 
and none could speak ill of her. Now when she heard that the 
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city was to be surrendered bo soon, she sent for the elders of 
the city, and said to them, What! will you then, according to 
your pleasure, fix the time and the hour for the Lord, in which 
he shall beta you ? However, he is all merciful, and will pardon 


nope tor nis salvation, iuicourage ye tne innaDvtams, ana c&u 
to their minds, how alien the Lord tried our ancestors by 
troubles and sufferings, and delivered them, when they re¬ 
mained steady in then faith, and did not murmur under the 
trial; therefore, let us not grow impatient in our distress, hut 
let us acknowledge with thanks, that the Lord only chasriscth 
us for our bad actions* sake, and that he doth not even repay 
us according to our deserts; but the Lord’s intention is to 
exhort us to amend, lest we utterly perish. Then said the 
high priest and the elders to her, Thy words arc indeed founded 
in truth. Now, therefore, pray thou for us to God, that he 
deliver us. Then answered Judith, Tf then ye credit my 
words, pray yc also for me, that the Lord may grant me his 
assistance to wliat I am about to do: bnt inquire not yet what 
1 intend doing, only entreat the Lord to render me his aid. 
And when these men had left, Judith wait into her closet, 


and addressed a fervent supplication to the Lord. After 
this, she put on fine garments, gave her maid a bottle of wine 
and a cruse of oil, and filled a bag with parched com, with 
lumps of figs, and with fine bread, Tor her provision, left she 
should defilo herself by forbidden food, and uius she went forth 
out of the city. It was in the morning. And a9 she went down 
the hill, the sentinel in the Assyrian camp asked her whence 
she came, and whither she was going. And Judith answered 


and said, I am fled from the city, and have to disclose a secret 
to the chief captain of your army, showing him how to take 
the city. And when she came before Holofemes, she found 
&vour in his sight, and all marvelled at her beauty. He asked 
her and said, Wherefore art thou fled from thy people, and art 
eome unto us? And she replied, Because our God is wroth 
with Israel, and is about to pupish them for their sins. They 
are Buffering hunger and thirst in the city, so that they ore 
obliged to drink tho blood of their cattle, and eat the sacred 
offerings, all which is prohibited by our God; for such great 
sins they will be severely punished. Now I am come to tell 
thee .afl. this: for tliou art the wisest captain, and thy fame is 
great, and the Lord hath sent thee to chastise nations, and 




to humble them. Nevertheless, I will remain faithful to my 
God, and partake nothing of thy food; and if thou wilt per¬ 
mit, I will go forth oat of the camp, morning and evening, 
and pray unto the Lord, according to our law, and then return. 
This speech pleased Holofernes, and he permitted her to do 
as she had spoken. And it came to pass, four days after her 
arrival, that Holofernes made a great banquet, to which Judith 
was also invited. She came to the repast, but partook only of 
that which her maid had prepared, for her. But Holofernes 
was exceedingly merry and cheerful, so that he drank more 
than his wont, and was intoxicated. All the rest likewise 
were drunk. Now when the evening was come, they had all 
left the tent, except Holofernes, who was lying upon his bed 
in profound sleep. Then Judith approached his bed, and in 
her neart prayed to the Lord to grant her courage and strength. 
She then took the sword down from the wall, and cut off 
Holofernes* head, and put it, together with the canopy, in the 
bag which her maid carried with her. And now she went 
forth, with her maid, out of the camp. The watchmen allowed 
her to pass, believing she was going to worship as usnaL When 
she came to the gate of the city, she had the elders called, and 
showed them the head of Holofernes. The people, with 
torches in their hands, assembled in the street around Judith, 
and all were astonished, and praised her for this deliverance. 
And Judith said. Thank ye the Lord, for he is kind; his 
mercy endureth lor ever. Through me, his servant, hath he 
delivered Israel, the enemy having fallen by my hand. And 
as soon as the morning arose, the armed men of the city fell 
upon the camp of the Assyrians, who, seeing that their captain 
was dead, were so dismayed, that they fled, and were smitten 
before Israel: for, from other cities, also, the warriors of Israel 
gathered themselves together, pursued the enemy, and obtained 
much spoil. After this, Joacdm, the high pnest, came from 
Jerusalem to Bethulia, to see Judith, ana to bless her. And 
Achior thenceforth joined the Israelites, and adopted their 

rclfcion. 

Judith now sang a song of praise and thanksgiving to the Lord. 
And the inhabitants of Bethulia went up to Jerusalem, there 
to offer up thanksgiving and sacrifices unto the Lord, as they 
had vowed. And all tne people made a feast in celebration of 
the victory, and that day was kept in Israel for a memorial, to 
be celebrated annually. Judith continued to live at Bethulia 
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as an honourable moos woman, one aiea, oerag a nuu 
dred and flve years old, and was buried in the grave of he. 
husband Manasse. And the house of Israel lamented ho: 


She died, being a hue 


seven days; and her possessions were distributed among tin 
relatives of her husband. 


THE WISDOM OF SOI.OMON, 

Contains wise sayings and precepts on piety and virtue, 
chiefly intended for kings and rulers. 


THE BOOK OF TOBIT. 

There was a man in Nineveh, of the tribe of Naphtali, whose 
ntimo was Tobit- He wus one of those whom Shalmaneser, 1 
king of Assyria, had expelled from the kingdom of Israel, that 
isj iWmmai. This man was pious, feared the Lord, and 
eschewed evil. He had'never followed the idols at Bethel 
and Dan, but had steadily adhered to the divine warship at 
Jerusalem. Even in captivity among the heathens, he departed 
not from the word of God. He assisted, wherever he could, 
with word and deed, and readily shared with his brethren 
whatever he had, and gave a tithe to the strangers, the widows 
and the orphans, quite according to the law. The name oi 
his wife was Hanna, and the was also of the tribe of Kaphtali. 
She was virtuous and pious, like her husband. And she had 
a son, who was called Tobias. And they brought him up in 
the word of God from his infancy, so mat he feared the Lord 
- and eschewed evil, equally with his father. 

A long rime subsequently, Shalmaneser having died, and 
been succeeded by his son Sennacherib, who had been com¬ 
pelled to escape from the siege of Jerusalem, the Lord having 
gLun his army,* this king was very wroth with the children of 
Israel, who lived in his country. He had many of them shun, 
and, under penalty of death, forbade their bodies being buried. 
Then Tobit rendered his brethren very beneficial assistance in 
their distress. He fed the hungry, clothed the naked, and, at 

» Vide Book of Kings, page 227. 

> IhkL page 229. 
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great hazard, interred the dam and the dead. And he heeded 
not the warning and admonition of his friends, who said, that 
recently the king ordered thee to he put to death for that 
matter, and scarcely hast thou escaped, but thou again buriest 
the dead. Tobit, however, feared the Lord more thaw he 
feared the long, and he, therefore, carried the slain secretly 

into his house, and in the night he buried them. Bnt Tobit 
happened to become blind. And he liad to suffer much from 
his wife and from his friends. Then Tobit sighed heavily, 
and prayed to the Lard, because of his sufferings, u 0 Lord, 
Hie said) show me mercy, and take away my spirit in peace, 
for it is better for me to die than to live." And one day he 
called his son, and said unto him, My dear son, hear my 
words, and impress them on thy heart. When 1 am dead,' 
bury me, and honour thv mother all the days of thy life. 
Remember the cares and tne trouble she hath undergone on thy 
account since thy birth; and when she is dead, bury her by 
me in one crave. Be mindful of the Lord our God, and be¬ 
ware, lest thou consent to sin. If thou hast abundance, give 
aims accordingly; if thou have but a Hide, be not afraid to 
give according to that Utile, Ho to another as- thou wouldst be 
done by. At all times, ask counsel of those that are wise. 
Know also, my eon, that I once lent to Gabael, at Rages in 
Media, ten talents of silver, for which he gave me his hand¬ 
writing. To him thou shalt go to have the money returned. 
Tobias then answered and said. Father,'I will do all the things 
which thou hast commanded me; but 1 know not the man, 
nor do 1 know my way thither. Then said his father, Go, 
and seek thee a who may go with thee for wages; and 
when thou shalt show the handwriting to the man, he will 
credit thee. Hereupon, young Tobias went out, and found 
a beautiful youth who was ready to travel He was an angel 
in the form of a man. 1 Tobias accosted him, and asked him 
whence he came, mid whether he knew the way to Rages in 
Media? The angel said, I know the way well, for I have 
already lodged with our brother Gabael, in the city of Rages. 
Tobias went and told this to his father. And the father sent for 
the youth, spoke to hi™, and it pleased him that he was ready 
to travel with his eon. And the angel said, I will bring thy 
son and book in safety. Then Tobit said, Go, then, 

1 « Hie angel of the Lord encampeth round about them that fear Hm, and 
ha defiveroth them.” Psalm mb. 7, 

T 
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and may God bo with you on the journey, and may his angel 
.accompany you. And the young Tobias blessed his father 
and his mother, and so departed with his companion. But 
his mother began to weep, and said to Tobit, Now thou hast 
sent away the comfort of our old age. I wish the money had 
never been, we should have been contented with our poverty, 
and it would be a great fortune if our son had stayed with us. 
Then said Tobit to her, Weep not, oar son shall return in 
safety. God will protect him, and his journey shall be pros* 
perous, so that we shall see him again in joy.- Then she made 
an end of weeping. 

And as they wont on their journey, they came to a river. 
And when the young man .went down to rathe in it, behold, 
a fish leaped out of the river, and laid hold of him. Then 
Tobias was frightened, and exclaimed, 0 Lord, it will devour 
me. But the angel said, Seize the fish by its fins, and draw 
it to land, and cut it asunder, that we may take with us some 
pieces thereof for food; and take also the gall, for it is good to 
anoint a man that hath whiteness in his eyes, and he mall be 
healed. And Tobias did so. Then they proceeded on their 
journey, and came to a place where there lived a relative of 
Tobias, by the name of KagueL They stopped at his house, 
and he received them with great joy. The name of his wife 
was Anna, and they had an only daughter, whose name was 
Sarah. The latter had already been married to seven successive 
husbands, who died, however, each one, in the first night 
after the wedding. Both she and her parents, therefore, 
were deeply afflicted. Now, when they heard that Tobias was 
a near relation of theirs, they were still more rejoiced, so that 
they wept for joy. And Raguel ordered a meal to be prepared 
for nis guests. But when they were going to sit down to table, 
Tobias said (for so the angel had previously bidden him), 
1 will neither eat nor drink, unless thou shalt first grant my 
request, which is, that thou wilt give me thy daughter Satan 
for & wife. At the persuasions of the angel, Kagucl consented, 
saying to his daughter and to Tobias, The Goa of our fathers 
be with you, and pour out his abundant blessing upon you. 
And they blessed God, and took their meal. And when in 
the morning Raguel saw that Tobias was still alive, he rejoiced 
very much, and praised the Lord. And he ordered his wife 
to prepare another meal, and to provide them with all that was 
necessary fbr the journey. And lie had oxen and sheep killed, 
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and invited all Ida neighbours and his friends to the feast. 
And he kept the wedding feast fourteen days; for Ragucl had 
said unto Tobias by an oath, that he should not depart till the 

fourteen days of the marriage were expired, and then he should 
take the half of his goods, and go in safety to his lather, and 
should have the rest when he (Roguel) and his wife were dead. 

Then Tobias called Raphael, and said unto him, Brother 
Azarias (for so he called his companion), pray go thou for me 
with the handwriting to Rages of Medea, to Gabacl, and let 
him give you the money, and beg of him to come with thee 
to the wedding. So the angel took with him four of the 
servants of Ragucl and two camels, and went to Rages; he 
found Gabael, received the money, and Grahael accompanied 
him back to the wedding. When they had arrived there, Gabacl 
said to Tobias, May the God of Israel bless thee, for thou art 
the son of a pious and just man, who fearcth the Lord, and is 
charitable to the poor. Blessed be thy wife and thy parents; 
and when they all had said Amen, they took a repast in joy, 
and in the fear of the Lord. When the second week was 


said, 


my 


mother are now counting the days and the hours, and arc 
uneasy on my account. And indeed his parents were alarmed 


uneasy on my account. And indeed his pare 
about him, his return bring so long delayed. 


When Tobias, 


therefore, refused to tarry any lougcr, he gave him the .half of 
his goods, of yuan-servants and maid-servants, of money and 
cattle, blessed him, and sent him away with Sarah. And the 
parents took their daughter Sarah, and kissed her, and exhorted 
her to honour her husband’s parents eaualh with Iter own . and 


ler to honour her hu 


ugnier 

isoand’ 


s parents equally with Iter own , and 
dustrious and chaste housewife. So 


to conduct herself as an industrious and chaste housewife. So 
they departed together. When they had come near unto 
Nineveh, Raphael (the angel) said, Tobias, it would be better 
for us to haste before thy wife, and to let Sarah follow us 

rants, and with the cattle. Thou knowest 


gently 

how tl 


y with the servants, and with the cattle. Thou knowest 
thou didst leave ihy lather. Take, therefore, the gall of 


the fish with thee also 

the otherB. Now An 




obias did so, and they wont on before 


the otherB. Now Anna sat looking about towards the way for 
her son. And when she espied him coming, she ran and told 
it to her husband, saying, Bell old, thy son comcth. And the 
angel said to Tobias, As soon as thou shalt arrive, pray unto 
the Lord, and take of the gall of the fish, and anoint thy 


APPENDIX. 




father’s eyes therewith, and he A all see again. Now, when 
they were arrived, and the first joy of meeting was subsided, 
Tobias, having praised the Lord, took of the gall and anointed 
his father's eyes therewith. After the lapse of half an hour, 
the thin -film whs xomoYed from his eyes, and he could see. 
And all worshipped, and most fervently thanked God for die 
cure. Seven days later Sarah also came with all her goods, 
and there was great joy. And the friends and relations of 
Tobias came to see diem, and congratulated them, and re¬ 
joiced with them. After this Tobit lived yet forty-two years, 
and saw children’s children; then he died, being a bundled 
and two years old, and was buried in his city. Anna, too, 
died at an advanced age. Soon after the mother’s death, 
Tobias departed with his wife and children, and with all 
his substance, to Ecbatana, to Baguel, his father-in-law. Tobias 
was happy, and feared the Lora, and saw children and chil¬ 
dren’s children, down to the fifth generation. And he died at 
Ecbatana, being ninety-nine years old, and was buried by his 
family. And all his descendants persevered in the right path, 
so that they were acceptable unto God and men. 


THE BOOK OF SIRACH. 

The fear of the Lord preserveth from sin, and where it is 
present it tumeth away wrath. 

Be not a hypocrite in the right of men, and take good heed 
what thou speakest. 

Exalt not thyself lest thou fall, and bring dishonour upon 
thyself. 

Woe unto him that trusteth not in God, he shall not be able 
to stand. 

Whoso honouroth his father shall be honoured by his 
children, and when he prayeth he shall he heard. 

Honour thy father and thy mother, both in* word and deed, 
that thou mayest obtain their blearing. 

My son, bolp thy father in his old age, and grudge not the 
trouble he giveth thee. Be indulgent towards his weaknesses, 
and despise him not while thou art iu the vigour of youth. 
For to act kindly to parents shall never be forgotten, and 
shieldcth against the commission of sin. In the day of adversity 
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it shall be remembered onto thee, and thy sins shall melt away 
as the ice in warm weather. 

My son, despise not the indigent, and suffer not the needy 
eyes to wait long. Reject not the supplication of the afflicted, 
neither turn away thy lace from a poor man. Show not in¬ 
dulgence to thyself, and be not ashamed to confess thy faults. 

Confess thy faults, though thou shouldst be disgraced by 
doing it.. Always adhere to the pure truth. 

Be quick to hear, but slow to answer. Honour and shame 
is in the talk of man, and his tongue (often) is his fall. Despise 
not any thing, be it great or small. 

If tl iou wouldst get a friend, prove him first; and be not 
hasty to credit him, unless thou shall have tried him in the 
time of trouble. 

Nothing doth countervail a faithful friend, and his excellency 
is invaluable. 

A pious man lwth true friends; for as he is, so shall his friends 
be also. 

Do no evil, so shall no evil come upon thee. Use not any 
manner of lies, for no good can result from a lie. 

It is better to say a short prayer artth devotion, than a multi¬ 
tude of words without sense. 

Humble thy soul greatly, for the end of men is worms. 

Honour thy father with all thy heart, and forget not the 
sorrows of thy mother at thy birth. Bestow thy goodwill on 
every man, and show kindness even to the dead. Let not 
those that weep be without comfort, and mourn with them 
that mourn. 

Be not slow to visit the rick, for that shall make thee 
beloved. In whatever thou doest remember the cud, and 
thou shalt never do amiss. 

Consult not with a fool, for he cannot keep counsel. (Entrust 
to him no secret, for he cannot keep it.) 

Open not thy heart to every man, lest he requite thee with 
a shrewd turn. 


Despise not old age, for we ah expect to grow old. 


Rejoice not in the death of any man, but remember that we 


all must die. 


Pride is the beginning of rin; it inflateth die heart, and 


deludeth the understanding. 


the 


ise no one because of his bad raiment, and mock not 


ieted soul. 
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Boast not of thy garment, and exalt not thyself when thou 
art honoured. Ow evil hour embittereth many. In a man’s 
death shall his life be discovered. Judge none blessed before 
his death, for by his end only shall a man be known. 

He that toucheth pitch shall bo defiled therewith; and he that 
associateth with a wicked man shall become like unto him. 

Man is merciful only to his equal, but the compassion of the 
Lord is extended onto all his creatures. 

My son, when thou practisest charity, despise not him on 
whom thou bestowest it, and grudge not what thou givest 
him. 

It is better not to give at all, than to give with unkind 
words. 

As rain assuageth the scorching heat, so are kind words that 
accompany a gilt. 

Consider before thou rocak, and learn ere thou teaches t. 

Judge thyself before thou judgest others, and chastise thyself 
before thou ohastisest others. 

When thou hast enough,'remember die lime of hunger; and 
when thou art rich, think upon poverty and need. 

Tho mouth must not utter all that the heart knoweth. 

Talk not of thy neighbour, and trouble not thyself about 
his household. For whoever listencth unto thee observeth thy 
words (how he ought to beware of thee), and as soon as thou 
hast turned thy back he despiseth thee (for thy talkativeness.) 

Much talk aocustometh to lying, and self-exaltation bringeth 
contempt 

Nothing is more disgraceful than a lie, yet it is continually 
in the month of the wicked. - 

The end of a liar is dishonour, he is annihilated by scorn 
and contempt. 

An ill-bcnaved eon is a disgrace to his father, but a (foolish) 

daughter p repare th his fall. 

An imprudent daughter shall cause her father and mother to 
be despised, and whosoever looketh at her shall hate her. 

Happy is the man who dwdleth with a worthy wife. 

A woman, if die maintain her husband, is full of anger, 
impudence, and much reproach, 

A wicked woman ab&teth courage,* maketh a heavy counte¬ 
nance, and a wounded heart. 

A good wife is a good portion; it shall be bestowed on them 
that fear the Lord, A virtuous woman is a double grace, and 
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her continent mind cannot be valued. As the rising sun in a 
serene morning, so shineth the beauty of a virtuous woman in 
the house. As the light upon the holy candlestick, so sparkloth 
female beauty combined with chastity. As the golden pillars 
are upon the socket of silver, so ore the lair feet of a virtuous 
wife in the ordering of her home. 

On entering, a man is estimated by his dress; on departing, 

by his conversation. 

He that Loveth his son, let him keep him in strict discipline, 
and he shall ultimately have joy of him. Instruct and occupy 
him constantly, lest his licentious behaviour offend thee. 

Health is better than gold; a cheerful mind is above all 
treasures. 

A well-behaved man catcth and drinketh moderately; he 
lieth down, and deepeth comfortably. For sweet and sound is 
the deep of the moderate man; he riseth early, and his wits 
are with him. Excessive eating causeth pain, and surfeiting 
engendered! sore disease. Intemperance shorteneth life; temper¬ 
ance prolongeth it. My eon, study the nature of thy body 
(thy constitution), and abstain from what is injurious to 
it. Delight not in dainties, and be not greedy after savoury 
vianda. The works of God are good, taken altogether, and 
every thing is created for a useful end. Wc must not say, 
This is good, and that is bad; for every thing proveth good 
(useful) in its (proper) time. 

Consider it well in your heart; praise the Lord, and thank 
yc his name. 

Be not ashamed to receive information of every man, and 
to hear the truth spoken by every body. Think no work dis¬ 
graceful, much less the wages, however low. Keep an account 
of thy income and expenditure, and record all tny actions in 
a hook. Whoso reveaicth a secret, loseth confidence; he may 
seek a friend, but he shall not find one. A wound can be healed, 
and injurious words are forgiven; but he that discloseth 
secrets hath no hope left. He that bcareth hatred injureth 
himself; whoso taketh revenge himself, God shall wreak his 
vengeance on him. Pardon the affront offered thee by thy 
neighbour, and God shall forgive thee too. A man harbourcui 
resentment, and yet he beggeth for forgiveness from God. 
Eemembcr thy end, and cease hostility; remember that thou 
must perish, so shalt thou not come to sin. 



THE BOOK OF BARUCH 


Contains speeches—consisting of exhortations, consolatory 
addresses, and prccopla—of Baruch, the son of Ncriah, Which 
he addressed from his residence in the Babylonian captivity, to 
his Jewish brethren in the land of Israel and Jerusalem. To 
this book is also appended a letter, which Jeremiah, the 
prophet, addressed to the Jewish people. 


THE BOOKS OF THE MACCABEES. 


I. THE JEWISH PEOPLE SUBJECT TO SYRIAN DOMINION. ANTIO¬ 
CH US EPIP1IANBS. HE OPPRESSETH AND PEBSECUTETH THE 
JEWS. THE FORTITUDE OP ELBAZAB, AND THE PIOUS HANNA 
WITH HER SEVEN SONS. 

It happened a long time after Ezra and Nehcroiah had rebuilt 
the temple and the walls of Jerusalem, and had restored the 
worship of God to its purity, and regulated the communities 
in the land of Israel according to law and statute, that the 
country was under the supremacy of the kings of Persia, and 
was governed by the high priest appointed to superintend the 
holy service in the temple of the Lord. When matters had 
continued in this manner for about two centuries, there arose 
Alexander, a mighty king of Macedon, who made numerous 
conquests in the east and m the south. lie also conquered the 
Persian empire. No man could resist him, for he was powerful 
and' sagacious, and had a brave army. After his death his 
dominions were parcelled out among his generals and princes, 
who made themselves kings, after_naving waged war against 

' — hones t l was a descendant 


each other. Antiochus^ suznamed JSpip 
of one of those princes. He was the fourth of this name of the 

of Syria, and a son of Antiochus the great, for whom he 
been a hostage at Rome, whence, however, ho escaped. 
And when he was king, and in possession of his kingdom, he 
conquered Egypt. After that nc took a mighty army, and 
advanced towards Jerusalem. At that tame there were wicked 



1 Hut is, the noble-minded; but from bis riDy acUons he wm, by way of 
mockery, called “ Sfinua, Hie mad.” 
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roen in Israel, who had introduced much of the 
manners and customs, and seduced many of the 
forsake the service of the Lard, and his law. And 


people 
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pagan 
to 


broke 


the sacred covenant, and practised many vices, and kept not 
the Sabbaths and holy days, How Antiochus was a cruel and 
wicked tyrant in the eyes of God and men. He «««» np with 
his priests to Jerusalem, entered into the sanctuary, stripped it 
of all its holy vessels and treasures, and caused a great massacre. 
And after two years, he again sent a captain unto Jerusalem 
with an army. This officer fell suddenly upon the city, and 
despoiled it. And he destroyed much people of Israel, and 
pulled down the houses and the walls of the city, and carried 
the women and children into ca 


likewise laid waste and deseexa 



The sanctuary was 
altar of the Lard was 


defiled by idolatrous abominations, and the books of the lav 
were tom and burnt. And Antiochus issued a decree through 


and 


also sent letters unto Jerusalem, 


out the whole of his kingdom, that all should be one people, 
and practise pagan rites. He 

tne cities or Judah, ordering that the Israelites should adopt 
tiie worship of idols. And the holy offerings, the Sabbath, and 
festivals be ordered to be discontinued. And be caused altars, 
temp lea , and idols to be erected, and bad sacrifices of unclean 
beasts offered thereon. And be ordered all those with wham 
the books of the covenant of the Lord were found, and all those 

out to death. Then there 


adhered to the law of Chid, to be 


and sacrifi 


Many of the children 


ich suffering and distress in Israel in every place, and 
trial was very heavy. Manv of the children of Israel 

iced unto n 


J 

consented 


idols, and desecrated the Sabbath. But those 


who held the law of God dear, and to whom the creed of their 


lathers was sacred. 


prepared 

itiochush 


die. or fled into the mountains. 



At that time, Antiochus himself also came unto Jerusalem, to 
his impious mind on this abomination and mischief. And 
ere was one of the principal scholars in the law, EHeazar 


worthy, aged 
opened, that 


man, of a very fine appearance, whose mouth they 
he should eat pork. But he said he would rather 

and he Buffered all his torture 



die than act contrary to the jaw 
with great patience. At the same time he n 
who-partook of forbidden, meat, contrary to the 



ed all those 
Wherefore. 


those who were ordered to force him to eat said unto him, 
they would bring him such meat as he might be permitted to 
eat; he was only to pretend it was pork taken from a sacrifice, 
and to eat it for the sake of pleasing the king, and that his life 
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might be spared. Eleazar, however, replied. Go, and cast me 
beneath the earth into the grave, for it would ill become 
mine old age that I should act the hypocrite, and make the 
young say, Eleazar, who now is ninety yean old, hath turned 
a heathen, and that they should thus he misled by my 
hypocrisy; that would be an eternal disgrace to me. Besides, 
of what avail would it be to me if I were to escape human 
punishment, knowing that, alive or dead, I cannot escape from 
the hands of God ? Therefore will 1 now die eheerfuliy, as it 
behoveth my old age, and thereby set a good example to the 
young, that they may cheerfully and confidently die for the 
sake of our beautiful and holy law. After having spoken these 
words, he was struck by his conductors, and brought to the 
torture. And before his mid, he said. The Lord, from whom 
nought is concealed, knoweth that I could indeed have avoided 
this great pain; hut, according to the soul, I willingly suffer 
all fi>r God's sake. Thus he expired, and, in his death, hath 
left us an excellent ftTamph, which should admonish every 
man to he virtuous. 

Seven brothers, together with their mother, were also 
taken prison e rs, and severely tortured, fay order of the king, 
that they should eat pork, which by law they were forbidden 
to do. Then said the eldest of them to the king. What 
wouldst thou know of us? We will rather die, than do 
anything that is -contrary to the law of our fathers. Then the 
king was wroth, and commanded that they should cut out his 
tongue, chop off his hands and feet, and then roast him in a 
pan over the fire. And when die flames rose all round the pan, 
iho brothers exhorted each other, and resolved with their 
mother fearlessly to die, and arid, The Lord God shall judge, 
-and be merciful unto us, as Moses teacheth in his song, “ And 
he is merciful to his servants.” 1 The first having expired, the 
second was taken and tortured, because he likewise refused to 
transgress the law. And being in the last extremity, he said. 
Thou, wicked man, dost now deprive me of temporal 
existence; hut the Lord of all worlds «h«H reawaken us, who 
die for the sake of the law, to an everlasting life. Hereupon 
the third also was taken, and done by in the same manner. 
And when he was dead, they likewise tortured the fourth, and 
made him die amidst numerous torments in the burning pan over 

1 OMtaoMarmu.lt 
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the fire. And when he was dead, they did in the like manner 
by the fifth and by the sixth. But die faith and the hope which 
their peons mother- had in God were so fervent and strong, 
that she not only looked with great patience on the torments 
and the death or all her sons, out even had the courage to 
console one after the other by her words, saying to them, 
Behold, I am your mother, ana have bom you; nevertheless, 
I have not given you cither breath or life, nor have I formed 
the members of your body. Therefore shall he, who hath 
created the world and all its inhabitants, graciously restore 
your Eves to yon in die world to come, as ye now hazard a nd 
sacrifice them for the sake of his law. When Antioch us heard 
this, he thought die insulted him by her language. Wherefore, 
he took the seventh and youngest son, who was yet left, used 
kindly persuasion, and promised him by oath, that if he would 
depart Prom the law oi his fathers, he would make him rich 
ana a great lord. But as he refused to be prevailed on, tho 
king sent for the mother, and urged her to persuade her son, 
that his life might be preserved. She pretended to do so, took 
the son aside, and spoke to him in her language, aayir^.Thou, 
my dear child, whom I bore nine .months under my heart, and 
whom I nursed and brought up with great pains, have mercy 
on me. Look at the heavens and the earth, and at all that is 
therein; all this the Lord made out of nothing, and so he mode 
ub men too. Therefore, be not afraid of the executioner, but 
die readily tike thy brothers, in order that the gracious Lord 
may hereafter recall thcc to life, together with thy brothers, 
ana restore you to me. And the youth answered, and said, 
Wherefore do ye delay ? Think not that I mean to obey the 
tyrant in this matter, but I will keep the law which was given 
to our fathers by Moses. It is true we now suller for our sins, 
but thou ahalt not escape the judgment of the Almighty. My 
brothers, who have suffered torture for a short time, now await 
.eternal life, according to the promise of God. And I, too, will, 
like my brothers, deliver up my body and my life for die sake 
of the law of my fathers, <and entreat the Lord, that he may 
soon show mercy to his people. But as for thee, thou shalt yet 
be brought, by great torture and torment, to acknowledge that he 
alone is the true God. WTicn the king heard this, he grew mad 
and infuriated, and ordered him to be tortured more cruelly 
than his brothers. And thus he, too, expired, placing his confi¬ 
dence in God. Lastly, the mother hereelf was put to death. 


II. MATTATHIAS AND HIS SONS. TUB NAME OF MACCABEE. 
THE POWER OF RELIGION. THE FEAST OF INAUGURATION. 
DEATH OF ANTIOCH US. 

« Opeam tbs gate*, ffaatfh* righteous nation that ptererretti the faith may orter." 

Itaiah mL 2. 


In those days there lived a priest in the city of Modin, whose 


nbmc -was Mattathias, 1 a son of John the 


;y ox 

high 


priest This 


man had five sons, Joannan, Simon, Judas, Eleazar, and Jona- 


ttum- iney aeepiy aenpiorea the misery ot jucum ana 
Jerusalem, and mourned for the calamity of their people, and 

the sanctuary of the Lord. Now when the captains of An- 
tiochus came to Modin also, in order to compel the inhabitants 
of the place to worship their idols, they said to Mattathias, 
Thou art the leading man in this city, aim hast many sons and 
friends; therefore, go thou first, and do according to the king’s 

command, and thou shalt be greatly honoured and rewarded 
him. Then said Mattathias, Though all countries should 
Antiochus, and- though every man should depart from 
tholaw of our fathers, yet will we, I and m 
brethren, walk in the covenant of our fathers 
wo should forsako it. Hereupon, seeing a Jew offering sacrifice 
to an idol, he ielt it deeply, and his zeal for the law was 

urds tn 


of Judah and 



my sons end my 
: Godfarbid that 


inflamad. He ran towards the Jew, and slew him, as well as 
the captain of Antiochus, and overturned the altar. And he 
cried throughout the city with a loud voice, sa; * 

s lar 


soever is zealous for the law, and will maintain 
let him d 


aying, Who- 

the covenant, 

epart with me out of the city. So he and his 
fled into the mountains, and left all their possessions, 
ihany that were faithful followed them, and joined themselves 
unto them. And Mattathias now went with them all over the 


sons 
Then 


country, 
introduced 


and th 


the 



down the altars of idols, and re- 
cc of the divine laws. And 


attacked their enemies, and defeated them several times. 


they 

Now 


when the time drew near that Mattathias was to die, he «id 


unto his sons. There is now 


ly and persecution, 


great tyranny j 

and a heavy infliction is upon us. Therefore, my anna, he ye 
zealous for the law, and give up your lives for the covenant of 
our fathers. Call to remembrance what acts our fttVwq did in 


1 W* P 
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their lame, so shall ye, like them, acqnirc great honour, and an 
everlasting name. Remember such men as Abraham, Joseph, 

Phmcas, Joshua, Caleb, David, Elijah, Ananias, Misael, 
Azarias, and Daniel; how zealous they were for the law, and 
how the Lord rewarded their fidelity, by bestowing on them 
honour and a great blessing. Fear not then the words of a 
sinful man, for his glory shall soon perish, but ye skill be 
exalted. Be valiant and undaunted. Your brother Simon is a 
man of counsel, obey him as a father; as for Judas Maccabeus ,* 
he is mighty and strong, let him be your captain, and fight 

the battle of the people. Having finished speaking, he blessed 
them; then he died, and was gathered to his fathers. And 
Judas Maccabeus was a brave warrior, and he soon was at the 
head of a numerous force. The Lord was with him, and his 
fame spread throughout the whole country. And he marched 
out against his enemies, and defeated them several rimes. And 
although the army of Israel was much smaller than that of 
the heathens, the former was yet victorious, for the Lord was 
with them. Judas also advanced towards Jerusalem, and 
took the city and the temple, and called the euugtiitfts back 
to their possessions. And when ihe enemy had been driven 
out, they cleansed the temple from all the abomination of 
idolatry, and set in order all the holy vessels, via. the table, 
the candlestick, and the altar, together with all its appur¬ 
tenances ; and they lighted the lamps of the golden candlestick, 
and put incense on the altar for incense, and hung up the 
curtains, and laid the shewbread on the table. And on the 
twenty-fifth day of the ninth month, which is called Chiricv, 
they rose np early in the morning, and for the first time again 
offered np the morning sacrifice, according to law, the smetuary 
having been in the power of the enemies for five years. The 
offering of this sacrifice was accompanied by song, and by 
playing upon pipes, and harps, ana cymbals; And all the 
people fell down upon their feces, worshipped, and praised the 
Lorn of heaven for thjs deliverance. And they kept the feast 
of the consecration of the new altar for right days, 3 and joyfully 
offered up thanks-ofierings. And they adorned the temple 
with golden wreaths ana shields. Ana there ms great joy 
Mining the people, because of their having been freed from the 

1 lb surname Haccaibbee, or Mecabee, a title of heroism. 

i Tfaia t> the tot of inauguration, «t3I celebrated annually by the name of 

raw. 


33 
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reproach which the heathens had thrown on them After this, 
Judas obtained further victories over the Syrians, and fell in 
one of those battles as a brave hero; and all Israel mourned 
for him. After his death, Jonathan was chosen captain in his 
stead. And Jonathan and Simon his brother ruled Israel with 
glory to themselves, and delivered them from all their enemies 
round about And they entered into an alliance with the 
Romans and with the Greeks in Sparta. But it happened 
already, previously to the death of Judas, that the Lord punished 
Antiochus with a very sore disease, so that he had to sailer; 
great pain. Then he regretted his impious Efe, and the great 
wrongs he had committed against Goa and man; and he called 
upon the Lord for mercy aim forgiveness. , And he died under 
great torments. But the house of the Maccabees (also called 
Hasmoneans 1 ) became more and more flourishing, and increased 
in greatness, doing good to their people, and being a glory to 
all their posterity. 

The history of Susanna and Daniel narrates, how two 
wicked men accused the innocent Susanna of having com¬ 
mitted a crime; but how Daniel, by bis ingenuity, discovered 
their wicked design and false accusation, and thereby brought 
them to condign punishment. 

The history of Bel at Babel narrates, how Daniel disclosed 
to king Cyrus the impositions of the priests of the idol Bel, 
how they were soon after put to death, and how the idol and 
his temple were destroyed. 

A similar history is told of the Dragon at Babel , which the 
inhabitants worshipped, and which Daniel killed and thus 
showed its vanity.. 

Finally, the Apocryphal books contain '.—Fragment* to the 
Book of Esther; the Prayer of Azariah (one of the three men 
iu the furnace); the Song of the three men in the furnace (both 
belonging to the Book of Daniel); and the Prayer of Manasseh. 
king of Judah, when he was holden captive in Babylon. 

1 , that is, princes, mMa. 


